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Adams, Jeremy Joan Of Arc: Her Story, New York: St. Martins Press, 1998. 264 pp. 
            Adams doesn’t waste time lunging into the story of Joan the Maid-La Pucelle-, which begins with 
Joan making progress to crown the “Dauphin” Charles VII.  Along with prayer and her divine guidance 
she wins many battles in the Hundred Years War, including the siege in Orleans, to help reclaim the 
Homeland for France from England.  Despite her valiant efforts and success, Charles VII hesitated to 
listen to Joan in establishing dominance over Paris, and listened to his own advisers who disliked Joan. 
She remained inactive, until she was granted a small mission in Paris where she was captured, judged for 
heresy, and burned at the steak.  Twenty-five years later, Pope Callixtus III reexamined the trial, and 
stated Joan was innocent, where she was named a martyr, and later a saint.  Joan’s death had a major 
impact in France, by increasing English activity.  Later though, military officials that fought with Joan 
lead French forces to claim initiative in both military and diplomacy in 1435, by having success in battle 
more than failure.  (Jordan [Jacques] Wight, 2012) 
  
Anderson, James.  Daily Life during the French Revolution.  Greenwood Press, 2007. 296 pp. 
 The book written by James Anderson is about the daily life before, during, and after the French 
Revolution.  The book explains how the unfair tax codes affected the different classes of French society. 
He describes how the changes in thinking of the Enlightenment began to change the thinking of the 
intellectuals, how the American Revolution influenced the French to fight for their freedom, and how the 
revolution began.  He also discusses the Reign of Terror and the radical ideas of the Jacobins.  Most of the 
book is divided into different aspects of daily life.  The author looks at religion, entertainment, food, 
fashion, publications, education, and marriage.  He explains how the revolution affected these aspects of 
life for the working people, the church, and the nobility.  (Sarah [Natathlie] Estoppey, 2011) 
  
Anderson, James. Daily Life during the French Revolution. Greenwood Press, 2007. 296 pp. 
 James Anderson accomplishes the strenuous task of depicting every aspect of daily life during 
that of the French Revolution in his book, Daily Life during the French Revolution. In evaluating life 
before, during, and after the Revolution Anderson reflects upon the diverse elements of French culture 
such as class structure, government, religion, arts and entertainment, economy, fashion, and food. 
Anderson’s assessment of precedent events, including the Enlightenment and the Reign of Terror, aids in 
the development of his depiction of the French Revolution. For anyone searching for a detailed account of 
historical events that assisted in the formation of France, this book elaborates the French Revolution in a 
simple, yet attractive approach. (Lexie Oak, 2012) 
  
Andress, David. The French Revolution and the People.  Carnegie Publishing: Lancaster, 2004.  441 pp. 
     The French Revolution and the People was a very intriguing book.  The book was an easy read 
for those interested in the French Revolution and how it affected those living in France.  With the 
in-depth and descriptive writing style the novel comes to life making the reader feel like he is there 



during the revolution.  The plot of the novel was how the French people fought to achieve equality and 
remove oppression.  With much detail the novel takes the reader back in the time giving you an idea of 
how the people of France lived during French Revolution. (Alex [Paul] Retzer, 2010) 
  

Andress, David. The Terror: the Merciless War for Freedom in Revolutionary France. New York: Farrar, 
Straus, and Giroux, 2006. 441 pp. 
 David Andress in The Terror goes beyond the average history book on the French Revolution. 
He meticulously traces its origins, causes, and catalysts.  From Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette, to the 
various ministers of the treasury, The Terror gives a thorough documentation of economic and 
demographic causes of the revolution.  Beyond the Revolution, he then proceeds to document the various 
clubs, decrees of parliament, and the noble’s struggle to reinstate their selves into power.  No history of 
the Terror could be complete without a discussion of Robespierre, neither is The Terror.  The book is 
divided into three sections; pre -revolution and King, revolution and the parliaments, and lastly 
post-revolution and the Terror.  For a thorough documentation of the events, and those leading up to, the 
French Revolution look no further than Andress’s The Terror.  (Wesley [Pierre] McKellar, 2011). 
  
Aulard, Alphonse. Christianity and the French Revolution. New York: H. Fertig, 1966. Print. 158 pages.  

Alphonse Aulard gives us an insight to the struggles of the French Revolution in Christianity and 
the French Revolution. From a chronological and historical approach we are introduced to the events 
leading up to the Revolution during the 1780’s. We are then taken on a journey from 1790-1802 as Aulard 
delves into the importance of the clergy, the destruction of Christianity, and the separation of Church and 
State. Aulard describes the importance of the formation of the Republic and the downfall of the 
Monarchy. For readers up to the challenge, this book is a great gateway into the history and importance of 
the French Revolution. (Joseph Niblock, 2016) 
 
Badsey, Stephen.  The Franco-Prussian War: 1870-1871.  Oxford: Osprey Publishing, 2003.  
                This brief, but thorough history, recounts the war between France and Germany, 1870-1871, 
that rewrote the map of Europe and served as a prelude to two world wars.  The vain and inexperienced 
Napoléon III of France is duped to declare war on an alliance of German states, with Prussia at the helm, 
by the ambitious, wily Otto von Bismarck.  The disorganized and poorly trained French armies prove to 
be no match for the superior German forces.  Defeat comes quickly for the French with significant effects: 
the end of the Second Empire and exile of Napoléon III, the national army disarmed, the transfer of 
Alsace and part of the Lorraine to Germany, and an enormous war indemnity to Germany.  The final 
defeat led to the events of the Commune, in which the leftist municipal government of Paris is overthrown 
by rightist forces in a bloody civil war.  This book is a military history, with attention given to the 
movement of troops and battles.  There are many illustrations, maps, and a chronology of this most 
important modern war.  (RES) 
  
Baldwin, James. The Story of Roland. London, 1909. pp.347 

In The Story of Roland, James Baldwin catches the reader’s attention by focusing on the 
interesting and exhilarating adventures of Roland and his companions Olivier and Ogier. Although a 
fictional book, the author incorporates the non-fictional character, that being, King Charlemagne. King 
Charlemagne, a medieval emperor who ruled much of Western Europe from 768 to 814, is the uncle to 



Roland and demonstrates to him the qualities of being a knight. In history and also present in this book, 
Charlemagne’s empire was regarded to many countries in europe as very successful and the model that 
every empire should follow. This book is ideal to those who love historical fiction that focuses on 
medieval adventures such as The Story of Roland. (John [Joseph] Liberto 2019) 

 
Barker, Juliet. Agincourt: Henry V and the Battle That Made England. Boston: Little Brown & Company,  

2006. 
       Agincourt: Henry V and the Battle that made England focuses on the life of Henry V and how his 
boyhood experiences prepared him for the battle of Agincourt which played an important role in both 
French and English history.  The Battle of Agincourt was fought over land.  Henry V considered it his 
right to rule France as well as England.  He believed this because England had previously controlled 
much of modern France due to the marriage of King Henry II to Eleanor of Aquitaine in 1152.   However 
the French Monarch resented the English being in control of so much of their land so they gradually took 
it back until all that remained in English control was the duchy of Aquitaine.  Henry V considered it his 
royal duty to reclaim this land for England.  In Agincourt: Henry V and the Battle that made England, 
Juliet Barker examines the life of Henry V and how his childhood prepared him to fight his Agincourt 
campaign.  (Rachel [Sophie] Kallenberger, 2010)  
  
Barker, Juliet. Agincourt: Henry V and the Battle that Made England.   London: Little, Brown and 

Company, June 2006. 411 pages 
           From this project and reading this book I learned about the Agincourt Campaign that the English 
launched against France in 1415 A.D.  I learned about the battles that made this campaign a success and 
how the English finally prevailed over the French in the final battle of the campaign.  I learned that both 
sides very highly valued chivalry and respect for the other side.  I also learned how greatly outnumbered 
the English were to the French.  The French had 6 times as many soldiers as the English did and the bulk 
of the English forces were archers.  This is what I learned from this project. (Jeff [Raymond] Rixey, 2010) 
  
Barry, Clifford.  The Lost Fleet: The Discovery of a Sunken Armada from the Golden Age of Piracy. New 

York: HarperCollins, 2002.  272 pages. 
 A fleet of French ships sank off the Venezuelan coast on January 2, 1678. This proved disastrous 

for French naval power in the region; it also sparked the rise of a golden age of piracy.  The Lost Fleet 
traces the lives of the fabled pirates like the Chevalier de Grammont, Nicholas Van Hoorn, Thomas Paine, 
and Jean Comte d'Estrées.  The Lost Fleet portrays a Dark Age, when the outcasts of European society 
formed a democracy of buccaneers, settling on a string of islands off the African coast.  It is said from 
there, the pirates haunted the world's oceans, wreaking havoc on the settlements along the Spanish 
mainland, sinking ships, ports, and wrecking coastal towns.  More than three hundred years later, writer, 
explorer, and deep-sea diver Barry Clifford followed the pirates' destructive wake back to Venezuela. 
Clifford locates the site of the disaster and wreckage of the once mighty Armada, with the help of a long 
lost map drawn by the captain of the lost French fleet himself. (Rebecca [Renée] Ludwig, 2010) 
  
 
 
 



 Barry, Clifford.  The Lost Fleet:  The Discovery of a Sunken Armada from the Golden Age of 
 Piracy.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2002. 272 pages. 
 On January 2, 1678, a fleet of French ships sank in the Caribbean Sea on the killer reef of Las 
Aves Island, one hundred miles off the Venezuelan coast.  This book outlines the lives of some of the 
most famous pirates such as Comte d'Estrees, the Chevalier de Grammont, Nicholas Van Hoorn, Thomas 
Paine, and Laurens de Graff.  It also follows the Buccaneers as they make their fame and fortune by 
sinking Spanish ships, raiding towns, imprisoning civilians, and stealing all of their goods.  Now, two 
hundred and fifty years later, Barry Clifford and his team followed the map that Jean Comte d'Estrées (the 
captain of the lost French fleet) drew.  He and his team locate the exact site of the disaster and explore it. 
(Lauren [Cécile] Schnoebelen, 2013) 
  
Belloc, Hilaire. The French Revolution.  London: Oxford University Press, 1960.   201 pages. 
 The French Revolution took place in May 1789 and ended in July 1794.  It began with the 
meeting of the States General.  The French Revolution was a series of phases in which during certain 
years in between 1789 and 1794, there were countries in Europe and other places that were being 
conquered and liberated, whether they wished it or not. The French Revolution was not only a crucial 
event considered in the context of Western history, but was also, perhaps the single most crucial influence 
on British intellectual, philosophical, and political life in the nineteenth century. In its early stages it 
portrayed itself as a triumph of the forces of reason over those of superstition and privilege.  (Rebecca 
[Renée] Ludwig, 2010). 
  
Belloc, Hilaire. Robespierre: A Study. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1927.  387 pp. 
 Robespierre: A Study focuses on the life of one of the most influential, yet violent and radical, 
contributors to the French Revolution. The book informs us of his general personality, a detailed 
description of his childhood, his commencement and continued involvement with the Jacobin club and the 
National Assembly. It covers in great detail his rise to power in the Committee of Public safety, and the 
Reign of Terror. Slowly, and painfully, through the book, we begin to see his turn to violence and 
overly-radical movements and ideas that he truly believed to be productive. In the end, we see his fall 
from his own creation.   (Ryan Eads, 2012). 
  
Belloc, Hilaire (1901). Robespierre: A Study. Great Britain by Percy Lund, Humphries & Co. Ltd.,  

Bradford 
Belloc wrote Robespierre: A Study, was written thirty years before he decided to publish it, 

therefore had a much different opinion on the French Revolution than his other works that had been 
published at the same time.  The story goes in depth about many points of the life of Maximilien de 
Robespierre. The story goes into detail about his childhood and his ludicrous personality, to his rise and 
descent of power.  It also touches base on his representation of the National Assembly, which eventually 
turned into the Constituent Assembly at Versailles, and goes into depth about his association with the 
Jacobin Club. Touching many other points of his life, Robespierre: A Study is an in depth biography of 
the rise and fall of Maximilien de Robespierre.  (Christina [Christine] Kirk, 2015) 
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Blunt, Anthony, and Richard Beresford. Art and Architecture in France, 1500-1700. 5th ed. New Haven: 
Yale UP, 1999. Print. 274 

Anthony Blunt’s Art and Architecture in France 1500-1700 is a key piece of work in the study of 
the fine arts in France. Blunt guides the reader through two hundred years worth of châteaus, churches, 
paintings and sculptures in only a matter of 274 pages. With rich illustrations and pictures, the reader is 
able to grasp the sometimes abstract concepts of French architecture, painting, and sculpture. As France 
grows as a nation, the styles of its art grow as well. At the beginning of the book, France’s art and 
architecture are still largely medieval in form, but as the book goes on, France becomes a leader in the arts 
and produces a highly classical style of her own. (Grace [Genevieve] Ross, 2017) 

 
Bosher, J. F. The French Revolution. New York: W.W. Norton, 1988.  353 pages. 
         In his well-researched work, The French Revolution, J.F. Bosher assumed the daunting task of 
detailing the complications of the French Revolution, its causes and effects. Rather than following the 
popular view of the Revolution as an uprising of one oppressed class, Bosher presents the middle and 
lower classes as a complex jumble of farmers, clergy, and artisans overlapping in status and wealth. The 
reader encounters the chaos caused by the radical Jacobins, the more moderate Feuillants, and the 
National Assembly, all of which contributed to the fall of the monarchy. In this impressive account, 
Bosher provides readers with an objective understanding of the most significant turning point in France’s 
history. (Paige [Cécile] Gorman, 2011) 

 
Bowle, John, and Elizabeth Harman Pakenham Longford. Napoleon. London: Weidenfeld and 

Nicolson, 1973. Print. 
Author John Bowle chronologically follows the life, achievements, and conquests of the infamous 

Napoleon Bonaparte. Beginning with his induction into military schools as a young man and following 
him throughout his political and military expeditions in the French Revolution. Bowle, along with many 
renowned historians, agree that if ever there was a military leader who came close to complete global 
domination, it was Napoleon. Bowle even goes so far as to call Napoleon the “Man of Destiny.” Being 
that Napoleon is considered by many to be the greatest soldier ever, this novel offers a closer look into the 
person of Napoleon and the obstacles he faced in order to make history. (Andrew [André] Hipp, 2017) 
  
Burge, James.  Heloise & Abelard: A New Biography, San Francisco: Harper, 2003.  
 Strewn flowers still grace the grave of Abelard and Heloise--lovers rivaled in fame only by 
Romeo and Juliet, but surpassing them for having been real.  We had only known of this 12th century 
love affair through eight letters discovered soon after their death.  Then in the late 20th 
Century, additional letters between the lovers were uncovered.  The story is well known: an affair 
between a famous philosopher and his student (the niece of a nobleman), its discovery, the forced 
marriage and birth of a son, Abelard's castration by Heloise's vengeful uncle, and their eventual separation 
to religious orders.  In the new letters, we learn of the erotic passion of the two, Heloise's keen intellect, 
and outward resignation to life as an abbess, but her inner devotion to her love and lord Abelard.  The 
intellectual and erotic maelstrom swirling about these two lovers gives the lie to this being the Dark Ages. 
(RES) 
  
 
 



Burge, James. Heloise and Abelard: A New Biography. New York NY 10022, Harper-Collins, 2003. pp.  
278 
James Burge’s Heloise and Abelard: A New Biography tells the tale of two lovers in 

12th century France. This novel is comprised of Abelard and Heloise’s letters to one another during their 
affair and later in the aftermath. Burge tells the tale of young love, harsh circumstances, tragic ends, and 
eventual submission to fate; a romance that begins within the confines of student and teacher, but grows 
into an equal companionship. The reader learns the peculiar combination of traits that make up the 
infamous Abelard and Heloise. Both fiercely passionate, philosophically astounding, and in Heloise’s 
case, eternally loyal, they make for a combination as intense and notorious as Romeo and Juliet. (Marisa 
[Maryse] Thomas, 2018) 
 
Burge, James. Heloise & Abelard: a New Biography. San Francisco: Harper, 2003. Print.  278. 
        James Burge uses the letters and historical evidence of a medieval couple to illustrate the pressure 
that existed on those who were religious, as well as intellectual.  The biography is a classic tale of teacher 
and student falling in love.  As a canon, it would be suicide for Abelard to be married, but when Heloise 
is found to be pregnant, the risk is taken.  In attempting to protect Heloise from her uncle, Abelard is 
attacked and must endure intense humiliation.  The two take vows of religious life, but continue to 
communicate through letters (which have been extensively studied as importance instances of French 
history).  Even after their death, the two lovers are seen as an inspiration to many.  The account of their 
romance and lives after details greatly the circumstances in which they lived and the cultural routines of 
their time.  (Maggie [Michelle] Carmichael, 2012)  
 
Burge, James. Heloise and Abelard: A New Biography New York NY 10022, Harper-Collins, 2003, 278 

pages 
In James Burge’s, Heloise and Abelard: A New Biography, this in depth, artistic, and detailed 

writer gives us a new perspective on these two lovers that went through so much just to be together. The 
romance they had for each other simply started with these letters that have carried on throughout history. 
Without these words in Latin we wouldn’t know about the two lovers and the troubles they faced just to 
stay together. They faced so much together whether it as embarrassment, pain, heartache, sadness, and 
forgiveness. They loved each other throughout all of that. I think we could learn from how people that 
weren’t that experienced in love, because to me they do it better than the people in the present. The 
significance that Heloise has had on women throughout history is phenomenal. Just reading this book 
makes me want a love like Heloise and Abelard. (Jessica[Catherine]Hennessy, 2012) 
  
Burge, James.  Heloise and Abelard: A New Biography.  Harper: San Francisco, 2003.  278 pages. 
 James Burge is a writer who gives us an in depth description between two lovers. Heloise and 
Abelard are a young couple who are infatuated with each other but can never be together because of 
family differences. They try to work out a secret romance with one another but a tragic thing happens, 
Heloise gets pregnant. All Abelard wants to do is have a small, secret marriage with Heloise. At first 
Heloise is torn between Abelard and her Uncle Fulbert, but chooses to be with Abelard. Soon after their 
marriage, Abelard and Heloise are separated. To keep their love alive, they send letters to each other. To 
this day, their love still inspires and affects the lives of people.  (Antonette [Stéphanie] Monachino, 2015) 

 



 
 
Burge, James. Heloise & Abelard: A New Biography, San Francisco: Harper, 2003. 278 pages. 

Heloise and Abelard is a 12th century relationship between two lovers both intimately and 
spiritually. Their relationship has ups and downs but no relationship is perfect. Abelard is a philosopher 
who runs into Heloise who is close with her uncle who wishes to be with her but Abelard and Heloise’s 
love is too strong.  During their lives they send letters to each other to keep the passion and intensity of 
the relationship. There are five letters from Abelard and three from Heloise. They always love each other 
even when they are not together. We come to find out that there are still letters that were written but never 
found. (Bella [Gabrielle] Balano, 2018) 

 
Burge, James. Heloise and Abelard: a New Biography. HarperSanFrancisco, 2006. 278 

In this tragic love story that has lasted for almost 1,000 years, the reader not only receives insight 
on the lives of Heloise and Abelard through letters between the two, but also their lives outside of what 
they wrote. With the comparison of the devastating end to a passionate affair being Romeo and Juliet, one 
can imagine the situations this couple went through. Burge portrays both the changing times and the 
characters who were against Abelard as the eventual downfall for the couple. These two are arguably one 
of the most famous true stories of lovers in catastrophic circumstances and create a link between the 
Middle Ages and the modern world. (Maria [Célia] Kenney, 2017) 

 
Burleigh, Michael.  Earthly Powers.  London: HarperCollins, 2005. 529 pages  
           In this well written book the author Michael Burleigh wonderfully depicts how France struggled 
with their political and religious balance, during the times of the French Revolution and the Great War. 
He covers the French enlightenment with the amazing thinkers such as Maistre, Bonald, and Lamennais. 
He not only covers the influence on Religious and political structure he also covers the influence that 
literature and art work has on the political and philosophical systems.  (Zack [Léon] Stevens, 2010). 
  
Butt, John J. Daily Life in the Age of Charlemagne. Westport, CT.: Greenwood Press. 2002. pp. 195 
    John J. Butt dives into 8th Century Gaul and tells us about the history and rule of Charlemagne 
in Daily Life in the Age of Charlemagne.  From the very start of the book the reader is told about the 
other empires around the world at the time and how they had an effect on Charlemagne and his empire. 
Major events of Charlemagne’s reign were his becoming Emperor of Rome and joining the European 
Barbarian Tribes with the Roman Empire.  Butt describes the life of Charlemagne with such amazing 
descriptions and imagery that you can almost feel like you’re there. I recommend this book for those who 
enjoy learning about history and think that they will enjoy this as well. (Jack Kenney, 2013) 

 
Claiborne, Craig and Pierre Franey. Foods of the World: Classic French Cooking. New York: Time-Life 
Books, 1970. 208 pages. 

Claiborne and Franey nail every point needed to know for the art of French cooking. They begin 
presenting the history behind all the savory foods and dishes by introducing two of the world’s greatest 
French chefs, Carême and Escoffier. Preparation and presentation are also referenced as important aspects 
of French cooking. Elegance is the essential goal of a French chef. One will also find multiple recipes 
towards the end of the book. A love for not only French cooking, but cooking worldwide, will grow after 



reading this selection. I recommend it to those interested in the art of this wonderful, grande and exquisite 
cuisine of France. (Isabel [Isabelle] Ringel, 2017) 
 
Claiborne, Craig and Francy, Pierre. Foods of the World: Classic French Cooking. New York: Time-Life 
Books, 1970. 208 pages 

French cooking is an artform, and its nuances are described with precision in Foods of the World: 
Classic French Cooking. France's most iconic dishes are described and detailed based on their history. 
Many great cooks are also referenced, Berniard, Carême, and Escoffier. The author uses their stories and 
cooking experience to write about French cuisine. Later even a map is presented to show the different 
regions that produce some of the world’s best food. Many recipes are at the end of the book, allowing you 
to experience French cuisine with your own tongue. This book is great for anyone looking to expand their 
knowledge and experience of French cuisine. (Mikayla [Bernadette] Alchin, 2018) 
 
Clarke, Stephen. 1000 Years of Annoying the French. Great Britain: Bantam Press, 2010.  Print. 

Clarke takes the last 1000 years of French history and shows how annoyed the French must be 
with themselves and other civilization for the many years of constant sieges, foreign wars, internal 
revolts, terrible monarchy’s, etc., etc. He also shows the falsehood of many French historical “facts.” 
while telling what’s really been going on in France for the past 1000 years. Clarke works parallels with 
his other work of A Year in the Merde. He is not anti-French but just wishes to spread some truth on the 
legends of the French. His work may anger some patriotic Frenchmen and some French historians. For 
those who are searching for a quick and brief history of all the major points of French history this book 
does all that in only 510 pages. Stephen Clarke lives in Paris and is an addict to French history. This 
detailed book sheds light on the most misunderstood parts of French history and does a great job 
explaining how they are wrong.  (Perrin [Pierre] Yates, 2016) 

 
Clegg, Melanie. Marie Antoinette: An Intimate History.Madame Guillotine, 2015. Electronic.  

Melanie Clegg presents her view of the life of Marie Antoinette in her nonfiction book Marie 
Antoinette: An Intimate History. Clegg portrays an attitude of sympathy for Marie and the tragic events in 
her life before and during the French Revolution. The book explores the Queen’s childhood, adolescence, 
and marriage, including the details of her extravagant, yet complicated life, as well as depicting the years 
when her and the Royal Family were held prisoners, removed of their power, and eventually put to death. 
I recommend this book to those interested in learning about the ostentatious and eventful life of Marie 
Antoinette. (Alex [Alice] Widman 2017) 
 
Conner, Susan P. The Age of Napoleon. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2004. 200 pages 
 Susan P. Conner brings an exceptional amount of insight towards the Napoleonic era in  The Age 
of Napoleon.  Readers will be sure to have a complete understanding of every step that this conqueror 
took in order to receive the honor of being crowned the emperor of France in 1804.  Readers will also be 
informed of how Napoleon forever changed the history of France by advancing their tax system and 
solving Revolutionary land disputes.  Although at times the data is overwhelming, a true knowledge is 
granted to all of those who will read this book.  (Amelia Miller 2011) 
  
 



Darnton, Robert. The Great Cat Massacre and Other Events in French Cultural History. New York City: 
 Basic Books, 1984. 289. 

 Robert Darnton investigates the ways of thinking in sixteenth, seventeenth, and 
eighteenth-century France The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History. 
Telling history through the people’s point of view instead of the perspective of the ruler allows the reader 
to reach a greater understanding of what it might have been like to have lived in a time when folklore 
often featured children being killed by their parents, cats were viciously mutilated for humor, and only 
men were permitted to be police officers.  Through theses tales told by Darnton, one is captivated by the 
lesser-known versions of French history and a way of life that stretches the bounds of how we perceive 
the more impoverished facet of society.  (Charing [Sophie] Fernandez, 2012]. 
 
Darnton, Robert. The Great Cat Massacre and Other Events in French Cultural History. New York City: 

 Basic Books, 1984. 289. 
The Great Cat Massacre is one of those books that looks ridiculous at first glance, and then proceeds to 
completely subvert your expectations by showing you just how much detail you can fit into 263 pages. 
There are pictures in this book and it's still one of the most informative stories I've ever read. It starts off 
with the analyzing of the French version of Little Red Riding Hood, then it goes over other French folk 
tales and how they relate to peasant life. Then you get your dead cats, odd bourgeois, and cop of the 
Enlightenment. This story goes from the oddest, to the best of places and you won't regret it for a second. 
(Logan “Léon” Kalaiwaa, 2019) 

 
DeJean, Joan. The Essence of Style. New York: Free Press, 2005. 265. 

DeJean introduces the book by explaining all her topics of French style in regards to Louis XIV’s 
contribution.  She also asks questions about the origin or whereabouts of everyday things most humans 
have such as: hair, fashion, food, and diamonds, but do not put much thought in. The point DeJean is 
making is that the sophistication of everyday things originated from France. How does style have a birth 
date? Style is created years throughout a person’s life, however, the French are to thank for the essence of 
style. Throughout the book, unusual topics of style other than the fashion are fine cuisine, chic cafés, 
champagne, diamonds, mirrors, big cities, umbrellas, and shopping. (Lexie [Sophie] Moore, 2017) 

 
 DeJean, Joan.  The Essence of Style.  New York: Free Press, 2005.  
 Why are diamonds an instant symbol of wealth and power?  Why are people ailing to pay a 
fortune for a particular designer accessory?  We learn that one of the foremost authorities on seventeenth 
century French culture shows us the answer to these and other interesting questions.  Under Louis XIV 
and Marie Antoinette the French are set with the standards of sophistication, style, and glamour.  You will 
learn a lot in this highly recommended book.  (Vreni [Sophie] Fernandez, 2009) 
  
DeJean, Joan. The Essence of Style. New York: Free Press, 2005. Pages: 303. 
 In this detailed account of French lifestyle, Joan DeJean beautifully recounts France’s revolution 
in fashion and culture under the reign of Louis XIV.  This king was the dominant contributor to the 
elegance and glamour that redefined French fashion and cuisine.  In her book, Joan DeJean explores the 
depths of change that occurred in France from the mid 1600s to early 1700s.  She outlines the major 
aspects that revolutionized French society as well as the minor details that made all the difference.  This 



remarkably accurate account, explains France’s contribution to the rest of the modern world in its sense of 
high fashion, fine food, and sophistication.  (Amy [Simone] Brandt, 2010)  
  
DeJean, Joan. The Essence of Style. New York: Free Press, 2005. Pages: 303. 
 This historical recount takes us back to the seventeenth century during the rule of King Louis 
XIV and explains how his contributions to French society make it what it is today. Through the kings vast 
efforts to beautify Paris he brought about the iconic city we still have today. DeJean takes you through 
Louis XIV’s vigorous accomplishments showcasing the glamour now associated with French fashion, 
cuisine, and style. (Allison [Alice] Vaughn, 2014) 
  
DeJean, Joan. The Essence of Style. New York: Free Press, 2005. Pages: 303. 
 This historical account of the material culture of France in the late 16th through 18th centuries 
brings us back in time to the ruling of King Louis XIV.  Joan DeJean, a 17th and 18th- century professor 
at the University of Pennsylvania, takes us through a detailed account of the lives men and women lived 
while under the rule of Louis XIV.  It is remarkable how people based their lives off the fashion choices 
one man made.  The Essence of Style will appeal to anyone wanting to know how the 17th century French 
lifestyle has contributed to lifestyles that we live today.   (Missy [Chantal] Lachowitzer, 2015) 
 
DeJean, Joan. The Essence of Style. New York: Free Press, 2006. 303.   
 The Essence of Style, written by Joan DeJean explores what style is composed of today, and the 
French history behind it. From high fashion, to exquisite cuisine, to stylistic coffeehouses, DeJean 
analyzes not only the elements of fashion today, but how beginning in the 17th century, France 
revolutionized style. DeJean explains that Louis XIV influenced fashion much more than we might realize 
today. Under Louis XIV’s reign, people began to value sophistication, style , glamour, and elegance, all 
aspects that continue to dominate social life today. Joan DeJean illustrates how as all of these elements 
began to spread across the globe, Paris became the center of the fashion world, as it remains today. (Cate 
[Colette] Perlik 2017).  
 
DeJean, Joan. The Essence of Style. New York: Free Press, 2005. Pages: 303.  

In The Essence of Style, author Joan DeJean vividly describes the typical aspects of French 
culture and how they were created in the King Louis XIV era. The origins of food, fashion, and luxurious 
objects, such as perfumes and mirrors, can be easily traced back to 17th century France. Today’s shopping 
malls, boutiques, fancy restaurants, stylish coffee houses, and salons were all inspired by and created in 
the Versailles age. DeJean recounts the country’s complete transformation into the chic, glamourous, 
modern-day France and how it quickly influenced the rest of the world, all during the Sun King’s reign. 
(Emma [Madeleine] Johannes, 2018). 

 
DeJean, Joan. The Essence of Style . New York: Free Press, 2005. Pages: 303. 

The Essence Of Style by Joan DeJean compiles the luxurious reign of Louis the XIV also known 
as the Sun King and his impact and invention of high fashion, fine foods, chic cafes, style, sophistication, 
and glamour. Throughout the story, DeJean presents simple things such as hair, high fashion marketing, 
and even Starbucks and reveals the origin, the french. DeJean uncovers the elaborate measures women 
went to to get their hands on to get the latest look, and how they became what the first edition of the of 



the venerable dictionary of the French Academy called them “esclaves de la mode” (Dejean p. 40). Or 
how the first coffeehouse was the opposite of what we picture now if someone asks us to meet them for 
Starbucks, and how the french were the people to add sophistication and style to a simple cup of coffee. 
Dejean’s work interestingly uncovers the history and essence originating from France and more 
specifically the Sun King’s era. (Aliyah [Antoinette] Webb, 2019)  
 
 DeLorme, Eleanor P.  Josephine:  Napoleon’s Incomparable Empress.  New York: Abrams Books, 2002. 
248 p. 
             Eleanor DeLorme’s research of the life of Josephine Tascher de la Pagerie has produced an 
intriguing biography, detailing the fascinating qualities of its subject and allowing the reader to see what 
Josephine contributed to her husband Napoleon Bonaparte’s success and the turbulent time in which she 
lived.  The biography includes portraits of Josephine, her family and other important people of the time as 
well as drawings and paintings of events of her life.  Most interestingly, DeLorme uses personal family 
correspondence and Josephine’s children’s memoirs to bring flesh and blood and passion to her story. 
(Andrew [Claude] Meinking, 2012) 
  
Dickens, Charles. A Tale of Two Cities. New York: Buccaneer Books, 1982. 
 A Tale of Two Cities is a work of historical fiction by Charles Dickens.   This story demonstrates 
how the revolution affected people from all levels of society on a personal level.  Dickens characters 
personify different extreme elements of the revolution.  Through his characterizations one can draw the 
conclusion that while Dickens was a supporter of change and reform, he disapproved of the mob 
mentality and bloodlust that drove the revolutionaries to extremes.  (Rachel [Sophie] Kallenberger, 2010) 
  
Dickens, Charles. A Tale of Two Cities.  New York:  Penguin Books, 2000, 236 pages 
 Charles Dickens’ work, A Tale of Two Cities, showed in great detail how the French Revolution 
changed people’s lives.  Some of those people were aristocrats, alcoholic attorneys, physicians, 
businessmen, servants, lawyers, British spies, and even some very committed revolutionaries.  He showed 
that even in the year 1775, 14 years before the revolution started, almost everything that was happening 
was leading up the storming of the Bastille.  He also went into detail about how the commoners of France 
were treated like they weren’t even human.  At one point in the story Marquis Evrémonde, a French 
aristocrat, ran over a child with his carriage and he acted as though nothing happened.  (Mark [Marc] 
McKellar, 2012) 

 
Dickens, Charles. A Tale of Two Cities. Toronto: Bantam, 1989. Print. 352 pp.  

A story of adventure, violence, revenge, and love unfurls amidst the vehement French Revolution 
in Charles Dickens’s historical fiction, A Tale of Two Cities. A diligent and devoted banker, a long 
imprisoned doctor, his beautiful, compassionate daughter, a former French aristocrat, the owner of a wine 
shop and his wife, and a drunk, quick-witted lawyer serve as the primary focus on which this novel 
revolves. Caught up in an intricate plot, these characters weave through each others’ lives, discovering 
and establishing ties and relationships that often surprise even the characters themselves, in addition to the 
absorbed reader. Though the tale commences in a relatively calm period around 1770, this is only the 
calm before a ghastly storm. As the French Revolution escalates with the storming of the Bastille in 1789, 
Dickens’s writing intensifies as well, illustrating the dreadful horrors and heinous atrocities that the 



French Revolution precipitated. This novel, though considerably advanced in vocabulary and writing 
style, is heartily recommended to all fervent readers with a taste for excitement and a heart prepared for 
sorrows, and is certainly one that remains on the mind long after the last page is turned. (Madeleine 
[Christine] Quinn, 2017) 
  
Doerr, Anthony. All the Light We Cannot See. New York: Scribner, 2014. Print. 531 pages.  

Marie-Laure, blind at age six, lives with her father, lock keeper for the Natural History Museum, 
in Paris mapped on the tiny city her father built her.  They flee to Saint Malo, protecting the museum’s 
most valuable diamond, after German invasion where they find shelter with her aged great uncle.  Soon 
after Marie-Laure’s father is seized by the Germans never to be seen again, while Marie and Uncle 
Etienne work exhaustively searching for her father. 

Werner Pfennig, a German boy, lives in an orphanage with his sister Jutta, the two of them 
fascinated by radios.  He is then recruited by the Hitler Youth for his expertise in fixing radios and tasked 
with locating and seizing enemy radios throughout Europe.  When Marie-Laure and Werner stories 
collide in Saint Malo they instantaneously become companions. (Blaise [Patrick] McCoy, 2019) 
 
Dowd, David L. The French Revolution. New York: American Heritage, 1965. Print.  150 pages 

The French Revolution was a very fascinating book, I learned a lot, and I think that all of you 
should read it.  It was written by the Editors of the Horizon Magazine and had consultation with David L. 
Dowd.  Horizon Magazine was a popular magazine that was issued from 1958 to 1989.  This book gives a 
vivid history of the French Revolution.  It starts with the Meeting at Versailles and it goes through every 
aspect of the Revolution; including the death of King Louis at the Guillotine, the flight to Varennes, the 
role of women in the revolution, and so on.  There are many books, websites, databases, etc… about the 
French Revolution but I feel that this book gives a very good description of it.  I thought this was a great 
book and I hope you all have a chance to read it!  (Joshua [Gilbert] Hayden, 2015) 

 
Egendorf, Laura K., ed. The Opposing Viewpoints in World History, The French Revolution.  

Greenhaven, 2004. Print. 211 pgs 
 Many writers including Edmund Burke, Thomas Paine, Louis de Flue and many others have 
strong opinions about the French Revolution and many unanswered questions about that period in history. 
The French Revolution touches on those points and tries to give a better understanding about the war from 
the opinion of someone that was not there.  The opinion and opposing opinion help readers exercise their 
minds while highlighting important issues throughout history.  This is a critical thinking resource.  It’s a 
different way of examining complex historical topics.  Although the topics are complex, they are still 
debatable to common people today. [Rose Monachino, 2013] 

 
Englebert , Abbé Omer. Catherine Labouré and the Modern Apparitions of Our Lady. New York: P. J 

Kenedy & Sons, 1959. 
Englebert goes back to the beginning of saint Catherine's life from her childhood to time of death. 

He explains the life she had with so much detail and the encounters she had with the blessed virgin Mary. 
Throughout the book Catherine is entrusted a mission to keep gods people safe for there will come a time 
in France where there will be an outbreak. Catherine devotes herself to god's plan and does as she is told 
in a holy and humble way. Upon many things she went through she remained faithful to god and the 
church until it was time for her to speak about her encounters.(Naomi[Stephanie] Alvarez,2018) 



  
Farr, Evelyn.  Marie Antoinette & Count Fersen: The Untold Love Story.  London: Peter Owen 

Publishers, 1995. 
 This historical book centers on the life of Marie Antoinette after she marries Louis XVI.  It discusses 
how mismatched they were for marriage and then shows how Count Fersen became acquainted and fell in 
love with Marie Antoinette.  Evelyn Farr takes what history has written about Marie Antoinette and 
makes connections that are most logical to show Marie Antoinette’s stance of her history.  Anyone who 
has heard about Marie Antoinette but haven’t understood her should read this book to fill in their gaps of 
missing knowledge.  (Danielle [Geneviève] Janning, 2008) 
 
Fisher, M. F. K.. Foods of the World: The Cooking of Provincial France. Alexandria, Virginia:  

Time-Life Books, 1968. 208 pages 
The book begins talking about the provinces of France, what their differences are and their 

specific notable contributions to good eating. Than the importance of food, eating with the family, and 
tradition are explained very thoroughly. Than the courses of the meals are laid out, their importance, and 
recipes for each section. You read about the importance of something at the same time that you get to 
experience what it is like to taste it. This book is great for anyone who wants to learn more about the 
courses of French meals and how to cook them properly.  (Mikayla [Bernadette] Alchin, 2018) 
 
Fraser, Antonia.  Love and Louis XIV.  New York:  Anchor Books.  2006.  331. 
 Fraser's deep research covered every aspect of the life of Louis XIV, exploring his customs, 
sexual and emotional relations, and his glittering world of Versailles in Love and Louis XIV. Fraser does 
this through the lives of the women who Louis XIV was involved with, such as his mother, 
Marie-Therese, Louise de La Valliere, Athenais, and Françoise de Maintenon.  This book helps you 
understand a part of the Sun King’s life that not only affected his life, but the entire country of France 
itself.  (Andrew [Claude] Meinking, 2012) 
  
Fraser, Antonia. Marie Antoinette: The Journey. New York: Anchor Books, 2001. 
 This biography delves deep into the life of the infamous French queen, Marie Antoinette.  From 
her birth as the fifteenth child of the Austrian royal family to her walk to the guillotine, intimate 
descriptions of Marie Antoinette’s life are depicted behind the backdrop of Versailles.  Various rumors of 
the queen’s life are cleared and new information is introduced which turns Marie Antoinette’s once 
tumultuous reputation into that of a simple and kind young woman.  This book is recommended especially 
for those interested in the life of Marie Antoinette and “behind the scenes” sort of information during the 
French Revolution. (Camille [Véronique] Goblet, 2010) 
  
Fraser, Antonia. Marie Antoinette: the Journey.  New York: Doubleday, 2001. 458 

In her book Marie Antoinette: the Journey, Antonia Fraser presents a compassionate and 
sympathetic look at the life of Marie Antoinette from her birth to her death, but she focuses extensively on 
Antoinette’s role in French history rather than her own life “From the first madam Antoine had her value, 
but not as an individual, but as a piece on her mother’s chessboard” (13). As royalty, she was expected to 
perform her role; for example Antoinette’s duty to produce an heir was common knowledge for public 
discussion. While the public discussed it Antoinette’s mother cursed the arrival of her daughter’s monthly 



periods. The content of this book is based on historical documents and research to help the reader 
understand the French aristocracy. Research to help the reader understand the French aristocracy and 
Marie Antoinette in that context. (Emma [Célia] Meinking, 2016) 
 
Friaoli A., Deborah. Joan of Arc and the Hundred Years War. Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2005. 944.  
 Frialoi takes us on a journey through the Hundred Years War by listing all the people who ruled 
France and England and what year they ruled. She also gives a small biography on the life of Joan of Arc. 
We are introduced to very important and famous rulers such as Henry III and some of the Louis'. Also we 
learn why Joan of Arc is so important in French history. She is also mentioned in American history 
because she is that important. if you are looking for a very descriptive and detailed understanding of the 
Hundred Years War and a brief description of Joan of Arc's life than this is a good book for that. I would 
highly recommend it. (Christopher R.  [Nicolas] Isme, 2009)  
 
Gesualda, Sister. St. Theresa the Little Flower. The Daughters of St. Paul, 1981. pp. 264. 

In St. Theresa the Little Flower, Sister Gesualda of the Holy Spirit tells us the story of the short, 
but inspiring life of St. Theresa and how she touched those along the way. St. Theresa was known for her 
devout love of God beginning at only the age of three. She endured a great deal of suffering throughout 
her life, although this only made her stronger and more humble. Little Theresa inspired everyone she met 
by her strength in suffering, kindness and sacrifice to those in need, obedience, selflessness, her powerful 
love of Christ, and her desire to achieve holiness in the life she led. For those who are looking for a 
powerful story in French history, St. Theresa the Little Flower will inspire you to follow in the footsteps 
of this selfless saint. (Rachel [Thérèse] Kolich, 2018) 
 
Gesualda of the Holy Spirit. St. Theresa, the Little Flower. St. Paul Books & Media, 1991. Pp. 

 266 
St. Theresa, the Little Flower is written by Sister Gesualda of the Holy Spirit. This book goes into 

the depths of St. Theresa’s life including all her hardships. It tells us how Theresa was always close to 
God and would do little acts of kindness, even when times were hard for her and her family. This send off 
the message that little things go a long way and the smallest things can have huge effects. Theresa 
becomes a nun by entering the Carmelite Sisters at the young age of 15, which she needed permission 
from the pope himself for. This book teaches that if you have faith in God, you can accomplish anything, 
no matter how hard it is. (Nicholas [Nicolas] Bonadonna, 2019) 
  
Gorce, Agnes. St. Benedict Labre. New York City: Sheed & Ward, 1952. Print. 

Even the poorest of men can become the greatest saint that ever lived in friends. In the book St. 
Benedict Labre, it shows a young man named Benedict that goes on a journey that changes his life 
forever. From a family of 18, Benedict carried out his duties to keep the family in equilibrium because 
they weren’t wealthy people that could have someone watch over every single kid. But even though he 
was needed to watch his family, St. Benedict Labre had something else in mind. He became the beggar 
the most hated because they are the lowest of the low in France. St. Benedict Labre is treated with 
absolutely no respect but he doesn't care because he knows that he's doing this for God Almighty and 
through the power of of God nothing is impossible for a man with a lot of faith. (Jacob [Jacques] Taylor, 
2016) 



 
Gorce, Agnes. St.Benedict Joseph Labre. New York: Sheed & Ward, 1952. Pp. 213. 

Agnes Gorce gives us not only the life story of a saint, but the life story of someone who gave his 
entire life to God in the novel St.Benedict Joseph Labre. Being born on March 25, 1748 into a family with 
nearly nothing to their name Benedict Labre finds a way to give up what little he had and devout his 
entire life to serving God in any way he can. Even if he has to go on a journey all over Europe to discover 
what God wants of him. Those who are longing for a book that will take them on a spiritual journey will 
find this book very interesting. (Andrew [Henri] Ferrara, 2019) 
 
Hallbrook, Sarah Growing Up in France, New York: Antheneum, 1980. 99 pp. 

Growing Up in France offers a detailed account into the lives of French children in the nineteen 
seventies. Halbrook starts by following the lives of four regionally diverse children in France. With 
characters like Laetita who enjoys swimming in the Ardèche River from the south, Eric who works with 
his family on their farm, and Dominique and Antoine who play sports sponsored by the government, you 
get the chance to explore different cultures. Her book touches on French holidays, geography, food, 
cultures, government, and education while growing up a child in France.  (Maggie [Éliane] Witherow, 
2015) 
 
Hamilton, Lisa. Athénaïs. London: Little, Brown and Company, 2002. 312. 
 Lisa Hamilton illustrates the immense role of Athénaïs as maîtresse-en-titre to King Louis XIV in 
her compelling novel Athénaïs. In an attempt to gain power, Hamilton demonstrates Athénaïs’s influential 
manner over the royal court during the 17th Century in France. From mistress, to her scandalous 
involvement in the Affair of the Poisons, Athénaïs brings about her inevitable downfall that costs her 
recognition in the French Empire. Hamilton’s style of French writing conveys Athénaïs in her glory and 
pain, as she fought with intelligence and skill to sustain status at Versailles. In maintaining the confidence 
of a knowledgeable historian, Hamilton’s portrayal of Athénaïs as an intriguing figure appeals to readers 
whose interest lies in the immoral acts committed in French history. (Lexie [Anne] Oak, 2012) 
 
Harrison, Kathryn. Joan of Arc: A Life Transfigured. New York: Doubleday, 2014. Print. 382 pages. 

In the novel, Joan of Arc A Life Transfigured, Kathryn Harrison goes into depth into the life of a 
young girl name Joan of Arc. Joan of Arc has experienced difficult trials throughout her life such as being 
accused of blasphemy, her family disapproving God’s plan for her, people believing she's schizophrenic 
or possessed by the devil, and being a soldier while men lusted after her. Katherine did an amazing job 
intertwining the life of Joan of Arc to art and literature. The novel references Mark Twain, Merlin, 
Shakespeare, and alluding to the bible in order for modern day audiences to comprehend the depth of Joan 
of Arc’s life. I would personally recommend the novel to women who have strong mind and spirit since 
the book is mainly about women who are role models. The novel can also be recommended to men who 
are interested in Joan of Arc’s life and wanting to go more in depth with understanding. (Shela [Sylvie] 
Nguyen, 2018) 

 
Hatch, Alden. The de Gaulle Nobody Knows. Hawthorne Books, Inc., 1960. pp. 267  

Alden Hatch does an extraordinary job in proclaiming Charles de Gaulle’s importance to France. 
It establishes a timeline of de Gaulle’s life kicking off mainly with his involvement in World War I and 



his German captivation that led to his full knowledge of war. He’d later become a main figure in World 
War II and lead a struggling France to victory. After the wars, he became involved in politics and had a 
history of resigning and coming back, and finally he was awarded president of the Fifth Republic of 
France. He accomplished many great tasks in his war efforts and in his presidency, and is known today as 
one of France’s most treasured figures. (Thomas [Dominique] Ross, 2019) 
 
Hibbert, Christopher. Chateaux of the Loire. New York: Newsweek, 1982. Print. 172 pp. 

Chateaux of the Loire explores the Loire Valley of France, where the French monarchy 
traditionally resided until Louis XIV moved the royal residence to Versailles. Through paintings, 
photographs, poems, stories, and historical fact, Hibbert delves into the context with which these 
enormous dwellings were created. He and the reader alike encounter familial feuds, wars between heads 
of state, times of dishonor, and successful adventures. Readers encounter great historical figures like Joan 
of Arc, Vercingetorix, and Catherine Medici. Although interesting, this book is difficult to read because 
of its enormity of information. The reader will often be confused with the royal familial ties, as they have 
repeated names a multitude of times. (Caroline [Evelyne] Ramsey, 2017) 

 
Hibbert, Christopher. Versailles. New York: Newsweek, 1972. Print. 

In Versailles, Christopher Hibbert explores the French monarchy during the 17th and 18th 
centuries and the luxurious, yet corrupt lives they live at the palace at Versailles, France. Throughout the 
book, the reader is introduced to every French monarch that was born or ruled at Versailles beginning 
with Louis XIV and ending with Louis XVIII. Page after page is filled with detailed descriptions and 
captivating illustrations that really bring the reader into the setting of the time. This book is perfect for 
anyone looking to better understand the history of Versailles, the purposes it served, and many of its 
occupants in an easily comprehensible manner. [Stéphane (Lawson) Kalaiwaa, 2017] 
 
Hilton, Lisa. Athénaïs: The Life of Louis XIV's Mistress, the Real Queen of France . New York: Back Bay, 

2004. Print. (pp. 358) 
Lisa Hilton’s exuberant biography Athénaïs  brings life to the neglected story of Athénaïs de 

Montespan, the mistress of King Louis XIV. It chronicles the beginnings of romance between Louis and 
Athénaïs to the events leading up to her domination as maitresse en titre, and then her imminent downfall 
from society. Hilton reveals the immorality of the seventeenth century aristocracy with accounts of 
adultery, manipulation, and witchcraft. The novel highlights Athénaïs’s distinct personality and influence 
over the Versailles court in an era when females were denied authority.  Beautifully narrated, Hilton’s 
Athénaïs: The Life of Louis XIV's Mistress, the Real Queen of France  appeals to adult readers with an 
interest in the private lives of the nobility of France.  (Rachel [Éliane] Fox, 2016)  
 
 Harlan, Elizabeth.  George Sand.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004.  
              This biography of the life of the 19th-Century French author, George Sand, has a particular 
interest in her relationships with the other women in her life: her mother, her grandmother, and her 
daughter.  Consequently, there is substantial discussion about Sand’s opinion of feminism; namely, that 
Sand believed that women were essentially different than men and that the call for equal rights for women 
was misguided because of this difference.  There is some discussion of her major novels, articles, and 
plays, but this is not a literary history of George Sand. For those with an interest in the fiction of one of 



the most important women authors in literary history and in the feminism of 19th-Century France, this 
would be a highly recommendable book.  (RES) 
  
Haslip, Joan. Marie Antoinette. New York: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1987. 
 This biography of the famous French Queen, displays her life in an objective manner. Haslip 
focuses on the little-known early life of Marie Antoinette to explain her inexperience during her reign.  As 
one of the most famous victims of the French Revolution, her biography was very interesting. I would 
recommend it to anyone interested in a biography of an influential character or to anyone wanting to read 
about the French Revolution. (Katie [Anne] Walter, 2009) 
 
Herold, Christopher. The Age of Napoleon. Harper & Row,  1968 pp. 439 

Christopher Herold dives into Napoleon's world from his birth to his exile from france. He had an 
unbiased view about Napoleon but he did write about what other people of the time felt about him. This 
book is really good if you enjoy history and the life of powerful people in history. I do recommend this 
for those who don't mind reading a while but there's a lot of filler in my opinion and their are things that I 
do believe shouldn't be there. Other than that everything else is fine.(Alexis [Louis] Ruiz, 2016) 
  
Hibbert, Christopher. The Days of the French Revolution. New York: Harper Perennial, 1999. 
 The Days of the French Revolution gives an original and fresh account on the history of the 
French Revolution.  Hibbert has literally broken the book down into days; from the Tennis-Court Oath to 
the rise of Napoleon.  Hibbert gives a detailed account of the sufferings the Parisians had to endure and 
the chaotic times that followed.  Since communications were almost non-existent, the people of Paris 
learned to make a republic the hard way.  The Revolution has opened a road so new and horrifying that 
within a few years, rebel against it practically became a crime punishable by death on the guillotine. 
(Alexsandra [Dominique] Yates, 2010) 
  
Hibbert, Christopher. The Days of the French Revolution. New York: HarperCollins, 1981. 304. 
 Christopher Hibbert delves into 18th Century France and discloses the events and people that 
contributed to the revolution that forever changed the country in The Days of the French Revolution. 
From an unbiased perspective, the reader is introduced to characters such as King Louis XVI and 
Napoleon Bonaparte. Events that marked the commencement and conclusion of the revolution, the Tennis 
Court Oath and the execution of Robespierre, are told through vivid descriptions and extraordinary 
illustrations.  For those who are searching for a basic understanding of the French Revolution, this book 
embellishes France’s astounding history in an extremely approachable and comprehensive manner. 
(Meredith  [Estelle] O’Malley, 2010) 
  
Hibbert, Christopher. The Days of the French Revolution. New York: HarperCollins, 1981. 304. 
 In this book Christopher Hibbert picks out some of the most important dates of the French 
Revolution and goes into excellent detail on each event. He introduces the most influential people during 
the revolution such King Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, the young lawyer Danton, the journalist Marat, 
and the Girondin, the sans-culotte and extremist Enragé political factions. Events such as the September 
massacres, the execution of Louis XVI, the Tennis Court Oath and the flight to Varennes and many others 



are described thoroughly and vividly. This book provides the reader with a solid understanding of the 
French Revolution because of the style of the writer and vivid detail. (Lauren Schnoebelen 2013) 
  
Hibbert, Christopher.  Versailles.  New York: Newsweek, 1972.  pp. 171 
 Versailles was the residence of the royalty of France from 1682 until 1789, around the time of the 
French Revolution. Louis XIII had originally built a hunting lodge at the village outside Paris in 1624. 
This small structure became the foundation of one of the most expensive buildings to ever be built but to 
become one of the most eye-catching buildings in the world. Close to 37,000 acres of land were 
demolished to make room for terraces and walks that were to be lined with trees. Included in structure's 
courtyard were 1,400 fountains and 400 pieces of new sculpture.  Today it is still standing and one of the 
top tourist attractions in the world.  [Nick “Xavier” Carter 2014). 
  
Hilton, Lisa. The Life of Louis XIV’s Mistress, Athénaïs, the Real Queen of France. London: Little, 
Brown 

and Company, 2002. 
 This biography delves into the life of Athénaïs and her relationship to Louis XIV King of France. 
It documents the life of an incredible woman, who bore Louis XIV seven children.  Hilton highlights the 
beauty of Versailles and the romantic connection between Athénaïs and her lover Louis.  Athénaïs was 
eventually accused of witchcraft and attempting to attain poisons for unsavory purposes. This biography 
emphasizes not only her wit and beauty but the toll that years of mistress-hood took on her psyche, and 
her turn toward good works and repentance in her later years.  The Life of Louis XIV’s Mistress, Athénaïs, 
the Real Queen of France is a wonderfully detailed account of the life of Athénaïs and reads more like a 
novel than a biography. (Alexsandra [Dominique] Yates, 2010) 
  
Hobbins, Daniel. The Trial of Joan of Arc. Cambridge. Harvard University Press. 2005 
 The Trial of Joan of Arc, translated by Daniel Hobbins, is an interesting historical account of 
Joan's trial process. This process includes four main parts: the Preparatory Trial, where Joan is questioned 
on basic matters and then about the voices she hears, conduct of battle, the wearing of men's clothing and 
other issues. The Ordinary trial where Joan is questioned based on 70 charges brought against her. She is 
also formally accused of heresy in these charges. Eventually she submits to the Church and receives the 
punishment of life in prison. After she realizes her mistake she begins once again to wear men's clothing 
while in prison, which leads to a Trial for Relapse, where Joan is declared a released heretic and she 
receives the punishment of execution. In the final part, The Aftermath, a final assessment of Joan's death 
is given.  (Lindsay [Nicole] Stucki (2010)] 
  
Holbrook, Sabra. France; the Invisible Revolution. Nashville: T. Nelson, 1973. Print. 
 Sarah Holbrook is a very experienced writer on foreign countries, she has written dozens. 
Holbrook has traveled across France and interviewed a multitude of people for her book. The book tells of 
France’s not well known revolutions and the history, past culture, art, and significant figures. Holbrook 
must have accurate information with having visited France herself, though she might have somewhat 
restricted information with interviews as people are biased, in turn her information will be biased based 
on the people. The information can be interpreted by a novice or professional to French History but the 



amount of information can sometimes be overwhelming. The book’s uncommon knowledge of French 
history makes it a valuable source of information.  (Brian Bui, 2015) 
Holbrook, Sarah. France the Invisible Revolution. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1973. 187 Pages. 

Holbrook does a lot of things in her under 200 page book to explain to you what is going on 
during the 1970’s in France. In the beginning of her book she explains the unrest in the school system. 
Holbrook uses every sentence in her book to give more and more information on the so called “Invisible 
Revolution” that France undergoes in the 1970’s. She hits on the liberalization of schools, the French 
revolution, France’s geography and much more in her book. If you are looking for a quick rundown of 
France in the 1970’s then Holbrook’s France the Invisible Revolution is the book for you, packed with 
information and short enough to where you will not feel like you are overwhelmed with reading. (Vu 
[Léon] Nguyen, 2018) 
 
Horne, Alistair. The Fall of Paris. Garden City: Anchor Books, 1967. Print. 472. 

In The Fall of Paris, Alistair Horne uses eyewitness accounts and sources from those who were 
directly affected by the Siege. From the beginning of the war to the surrender of the Commune, every 
event is described using vivid detail and authenticity. Always relating the events back to the Parisians, 
this novel illustrates the profound effects the Siege of Paris had on Paris and France as a whole. 
Throughout the novel, readers are constantly reminded of the opinions of those who were involved in the 
Siege, and gain a new understanding of the world wide implications of what happened during the Siege 
and Commune. For those looking to gain a better understanding of the history of europe and how it 
became what it is today, this book will satisfy those desires. (Matthew [Hector] Kirk 2017) 
 
Horne, Alistair. Seven Ages of Paris. New York: Vintage, 2004. 458 pp. 
 From Caesar, to Philippe Auguste, Henri IV, to Louis XIV the "Sun King," and Napoleon, to The 
Commune, and finally to the Treaty of Versailles, World War II and Charles de Gaulle, Seven Ages of 
Paris is a history of remarkable detail of the humble Roman settlement that began as Lutetia, and then 
became known by that unmistakable name, Paris. Alistair Horne gives a loving representation of Paris as 
the undisputed most complex ville in the world and the definite center of all things of all things français. 
No matter how much various figures through history try, Paris proves, for better or for worse, that it is a 
city that will choose its own path, merci beaucoup. Seven Ages of Paris shows that no matter the hardship, 
Paris will always rise ever the more beautiful, intriguing, and unique. (Billy Drake, 2012) 
  
Isenberg, Irwin. France under De Gaulle,. New York: H.W. Wilson, 1967. pp.190 
 Charles de Gaulle was a great leader indeed.  He helped lead his people into a more perfect form 
of France.  He left office in 1946, and returned in 1958 because of a civil war on the verge of breaking 
loose.  He quickly took up the task at hand, and united the people of France into one country again.  He 
brought France up from a crawling little baby into a running grown man.  De Gaulle used his political 
power to put France back into the world economy.  He got them back in as one of the most prominent 
countries in the world at the time. (Lukas [Bruno] Lanter, 2013) 
  
Johnson, Paul. Napoleon. Penguin Books, 2002. pp. 190. 

Paul Johnson used factual yet enticing evidence to make an accurate account of Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s rise and fall from power.  This literary work told the story of a man whose hunger for power 



proved to be both the cause of his temporary triumph and that of his demise.  Napoleon grew up on the 
island of Corsica but his family was forced to flee due to a time of political turmoil.  Perhaps the most 
deciding factor which made Napoleon the commanding leader he was, was his extensive education in 
military.  He became most prominent when he won the invasion of Austria and started to expand the 
French empire.  Napoleon became so powerful he was able to crown himself Emperor of France.  His 
downfall began when he failed to invade Russia.  Once Napoleon could not productively lead France, 
they turned against him and exiled him, where he lived out the rest of his days and died of stomach cancer 
on March 5th, 1821. (David [Guy] Comer, 2019) 
 
Joinville, Jean, Natalis De Wailly, and Joan Evans. The History of St. Louis. London, NY: Oxford UP, 

1938. Print. (pp 268) 
The History of St. Louis provides the majority of what we know about the life Louis IX and what 

he did throughout the world at the time. Joinville, who originally wrote the book in French, takes us 
through not only Louis’s life, but also through the personal relationship that he developed with the king as 
they ventured out and fought in the crusades in Northern Africa. Book one describes the early events of 
the life of Louis and his early political dealings with the other lords of France. Book two illustrates the 
military exploits of Louis all throughout North Africa and the Mediterranean with included details of his 
personal relationship with God. This book is ideal for readers attempting to have a better understanding of 
St. Louis and what he did throughout his lifetime.  (Nick [Nicholas] Ferrara, 2016) 
 
Jones, Colin.  France: Illustrated History. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1994. 352 pages. 

This book carries the reader through the past years of France, immersing them in the rich history 
of a very old country, governmentally. It begins in the prehistoric era of the stone age, speaking of the 
primitive nomadic people. It quickly progresses to a time of darkness, when dynasties ruled and Knights 
protected them. The three estates; clergy, nobility, and commoners, birthed from these times, which in 
time would lead the revolution. The Revolution of 1789 was the pivotal moment in French history which 
did away with the three estates, allowing all people, woman or man, equal rights.  (Alek [Christian] 
Lanter, 2015) 
  
Kagan, Robert.  Of Paradise and Power: America and Europe in the New World Order.  New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 2003. 
 As insults of "freedom fries" and "cowboy diplomacy" trade across the Atlantic, Robert Kagan's 
timely essay explains how America and Europe have arrived at this divide.  Divergent worldviews born of 
unique historical experiences are driving these former allies apart.  America sees the world as a 
Hobbesian jungle, where power assures national and global security.  Europe has entered a Kantian "state 
of universal peace," where conflict is managed through mutually binding supranational governance.  This 
essay traces the history of this development from America's birth, when the roles of weak and powerful 
were reversed, through the Cold War, when America's might and Europe's recently learned aversion to 
power made peace possible, to the fall of the USSR and the consequent collapse of the West as a 
geopolitical entity.   Kagan concludes by urging each to incorporate some of the other's worldview so that 
they may continue to promote the ascendant Western values that still unite them.  (RES) 
 
 



 
Kladstrup, Don, and Petie Kladstrup. Wine and War: The French, the Nazis and the Battle for France's 

Greatest Treasure. New York: Broadway, 2001. 290. 
The events of World War II are interestingly outlined by stories and testimonies pertaining to the 

subject of wine in the novel Wine & War by Don and Petie Kladstrup.  The reader can expect to encounter 
countless of characters with riveting stories of how their admiration of wine helped them endure the harsh 
realities of World War II. The novel illustrates how deeply rooted the French are in their culture, and how 
wine is considered a key component of that culture, as well as how something common enough as wine 
can incite unification and strength throughout an entire country. Readers interested in learning about 
World War II, wine, or even French culture, will find this choice not only educational, but enjoyable. 
(Arcadia [Émilie] Mejia, 2017) 

  
Lane, Jason. General and Madame de Lafayette partners in liberty's cause in the American and French 
Revolutions. Lanham: Taylor Trade, Distributed by National Book Network, 2003. 
 General and Madame de Lafayette:  Partners in the American and French Revolutions was written 
by Jason Lane, and it outlines not only the effects that General Lafayette had on America and France 
throughout the revolutions, but also the revolutionary love shared between the General and his wife. 
(Rebecca [Jacqueline] Koll, 2010) 
  
Lawday, David. The Giant of the French Revolution: Danton, a Life. New York: Grove, 2009. Print. 292 

pages. 
             David Lawday gives an unseen perspective of the French Revolution, through Georges-Jacques 
Danton’s eyes. This new perspective is just part of what makes The Giant of the French Revolution: 
Danton, a Life a challenging read that is sure to educate any reader. The book picks up just at the 
storming of the Bastille  when  Danton joins the revolution. The book covers Danton’s life before the 
revolution with things like his hometown, first and second wife, and his children. What the book really 
tells is Danton, a man from a middle class background leading the push to end the French monarchy, and 
do what’s best for France and its people in his leadership position in the revolutionary government. 
Danton was a true legend of the French Revolution. (Thomas [Robert] Givens, 2017). 
 
Lawday, David. The Giant of the French Revolution: Danton, a Life. New York: Grove, 2009. Print. 292 

pages. 
This book really goes in depth about Danton's early life. Intact most of the book is spent on his 

life before the revolution and it really drives on the idea of where his power and importance in the 
revolution comes from. I find it fascinating how much he impacted the course of the revolution at least in 
the importance of the voice of the people. The book really spend some time on the importance of his 
booming and enticing voice. His voice had naturally intense features that drew. The attention of his peers 
and lead to his ultimate leadership of the revolution. Also the book showed us how he knew the person 
responsible for his end and how he was a very two sided person. This book went very in depth into his life 
before and after the revolution but it didn't spend as much time as I wanted on his life during the 
revolution. (Jackson [Jacques] Walker, 2018) 

 
 



 
Lawday, David. The Giant of the French Revolution: Danton, a Life. Grove Press, 2011. 

The Giant of the French Revolution: Danton, a Life  is a well written novel discussing the events 
on Danton’s leading up to and during the French Revolution. Lawday’s mixture of fact, quotation, and 
imagery give the reader a sense of what it would be like during the 1790’s. The way Lawday includes 
details about Danton’s misshapen face and dyslexia allows for the reader to better understand how it was 
for Danton to overcome these challenges.  The way Lawday portrays Danton opens our eyes to what life 
as the French Revolutionary leader was really like and how in Danton’s darkest times, he was able to keep 
his head held high. (Betsy [Pascal] Perlik, 2019) 
 
Lazare, Lucien.  Rescue as Resistance: How Jewish Organizations Fought the Holocaust in France. 

  New York: Columbia UP, 1996.  400 pp. 
 The image of the French Resistance fighter during the Second World War usually evokes the 
black clad saboteur, spy, and assassin harrying the occupying German army and its French collaborators 
in the villages of France.  Although there were Jewish partisans who took up armed struggle, Jewish 
resistance, facing the grim reality of annihilation, focused instead upon rescue.  Resistance became rescue 
through the placement of Jewish children, separated from their parents, in Christian homes, the forging of 
identity papers, the smuggling of Jews to Switzerland, Italy, and Spain, and the provisions of the 
necessities of life to Jews confined in French camps or to those denied the ability to work.  Due to these 
courageous efforts, three out of four of the Jews present in France in 1940 survived the war, and ten 
thousand children were saved from deportation and certain death.  From the Holocaust gave rise to a 
renaissance of a Jewish identity in France that had long lay dormant.  The Holocaust and the complicity of 
the Vichy government taught French Jews that being French alone was an insufficient protection against 
acts of hate perpetrated on French citizens, who were also Jewish. (RES) 
 
Lever, Evelyne. Marie Antoinette: The Last Queen of France. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2000. 357. 

In Marie Antoinette: The Last Queen of France, Evelyne Lever goes in depth into the life of 
Marie Antoinette.  Giving details about her life from birth to death, the book gives important and 
interesting details about events in Marie Antoinette’s life, including her marriage, activities as Queen of 
France, her life in the court, and the end of the French monarchy.  The reader is introduced to important 
figures in Marie Antoinette’s life, such as the Empress of Austria, Louis XVI, and Axel de Fersen, among 
many others.  For anyone who is looking for a relatively detailed knowledge of the life of the last Queen 
of France, this book portrays the important events and even smaller details of her life in a way that is easy 
to understand but also very engaging.  (Julia [Véronique] Bloss, 2018) 

 
   Lever, Evelyne. Marie Antoinette: The Last Queen of France. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2000. Print. 309 pages.  

Marie Antoinette: The Last Queen of France, a biography written by Evelyne Lever, recounts in 
meticulous detail the life of Marie Antoinette.  Lever commences the biography in the earliest stages of 
the Queen’s life and concludes with her execution.  Painstakingly thorough research illustrates the 
luxurious and complex life of the infamous Marie Antoinette.  The biography relays her rise to power in 
French Court and the struggles she endured in the public eye of France.  The private life of the Queen, 
one she wished unassailably to keep so, is revealed by Lever.  Marie Antoinette’s marriage to Louis XVI 



is thoroughly examined, as is her affair with the Swedish count Axel Fersen.  The Queen’s trial and 
condemnation to death by guillotine are also outlined in extreme detail.  The entire life of the last queen 
of France is divulged in this memoir; from the way she dressed and acted to her family and the company 
she kept, no stone in the life of Marie Antoinette is left unturned by Lever.  (Sarah [Colette] Jones, 2018) 
 
 Lever, Evelyne. Marie Antoinette: The Last Queen of France. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2000. Print. 309 pages.  
  

Marie Antoinette was born in Vienna on November 2nd of 1755. The education for her and all of 
her sisters was guided towards being trained to become a Queen, and the boys were taught as much as 
possible as soon as possible to be knowledgeable and wise young men. When the last Queen of France 
was in France, Louis XV didn't make her transition much easier. He loved her more than his own 
grandchildren and made her eel uneasy, however being shown so much attention was the birth of her 
obsession with the theatre and balls that were so magnificent and expensive that she is rumored to be one 
of the reasons France fell into debt. At the beginning of her reign, she was worshipped by her people. A 
few love scandals, ignorance, and outrageous rumors turned them all against her and led to her imminent 
demise. (Julia [Madeleine] Adams, 2018) 
 
Levi, Anthony.  Louis XIV.  New York: Carroll & Graff, 2004.  391 pages.  
 Anthony Levi’s in-depth account of Louis XIV’s life based on historical facts starting with his 
gaining power all the way to the French Revolution is a page turner of epic proportion you not be able to 
put it down.  This non-action packed book is a thriller for any history nerd.  Anthony Levi creates a 
magical world of the life and times of Louis XIV which paints the legend of how the “Boy King” later 
becomes the “Sun King” and skips nothing along the way this book is a must read for anyone who loves 
France’s history and the causes leading up to the French revolution.  (Zack [Léon] Stevens, 2010) 
  
Macdonald, Roger. The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History 
and the Four Musketeers. New York: Basic Books, 2005. 
 The thorough history of Charles d’Artagnan, the real Athos, Porthos, and Aramis, as well as the 
true identity of the most famous prisoner of all time, The Man in the Iron Mask, are well-written and drive 
the reader on with the desire of answering three basic questions:  Who was he?  Why was he forced to 
wear a metal mask?  Why was he not simply disposed of?  Roger MacDonald successfully combines the 
‘fiction’ of Alexandre Dumas’ novel with the genuine events of history.  MacDonald takes you on a 
journey to 1640 France and leads you to the trail to discover the Man in the Iron Mask. (Rebecca 
[Jacqueline] Koll, 2010) 
  
Macdonald, Roger. The Man in the Iron Mask: the True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History 
and the Four Musketeers. New York: Carroll & Graf, 2005. 
 Roger Macdonald fully embraces the task of untangling the mystery and myth from the historical 
facts that shroud one of the most famous prisoners of all time, The Man in the Iron Mask. This 
well-researched account the events leading up to the imprisonment of the previously unidentified Iron 
Mask also includes the truth of the Four Musketeers. Transporting the reader back to the court of the Sun 
King, Louis XIV, this book also describes the intrigue, excitement, and betrayal that lurked in the 



shadows of the lives of French nobility. Macdonald presents the historical figures enhanced in the work of 
Alexander Dumas as they truly lived-with strengths, weaknesses, triumphs, and trials. (Paige [Cécile] 
Gorman, 2011) 
  
McPhee, Peter.  The French Revolution 1789-1799.  Oxford University Press, 2002.  270 pages. 
 Peter McPhee's The French Revolution 1789-1799 is a detailed account of the French Revolution. 
In the beginning of the book he talks about the events of not only France but international events, in 
which France were involved in, that led up to the Revolution.  The book goes into great detail and gives a 
clear understanding of what happened.  I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to know what 
happened during the French Revolution.  (Tyler [Raoul] Nelson, 2010). 
  
McPhee, Peter. Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life. New Haven: Yale UP, 2012. Print.(234). 

Peter McPhee, a professorial fellow and provost at the University of Melbourne, illustrates the 
tale of Robespierre without the commonly found tyrannical viewpoint, but rather McPhee paints 
Robespierre as what he is, a human like all of us, who was affected by the Revolution just as much as he 
affected it. McPhee extensively educates readers about Robespierre and his various life’s experiences in a 
way that both upper-level high school students and scholars of this time period can find enjoyable. This 
detailed biography by McPhee provides an unique insight to the person of Robespierre that is not 
obtainable anywhere else. (Luke [Jean] Baker, 2016) 
 
McPhee, Peter. Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life. New Haven: Yale UP, 2012. Print. 

Peter McPhee writes a compelling biography of the intriguing French revolutionary that is 
Maximilien Robespierre. The biography dissolves the the barriers between the public and private life of 
Robespierre, shows the possible origin of his philosophy, and seeks to explain Robespierre's actions 
throughout the French revolution. Readers learn the story of Maximilien Robespierre from birth until 
death and have a greater understanding of French Revolution. Those who are history buffs and interested 
in French politics will be the perfect match for this descriptive biography of the life of Maximilien 
Robespierre. (Nick [Nicolas] Martino, 2017) 
 
Maynard, Theodore. Saint Benedict and His Monks. New York: P.J. Kenedy & Sons, 1954. 230. 

Theodore Maynard narrates and examines the life of Saint Benedict based on St. Gregory the 
Great’s Second Book of the Dialogues and the Holy Rule. Maynard commences the book with Benedict’s 
birth in the hilly small town of Nursia. At the age of eighteen, Benedict ventures to Rome to study, but he 
gawked at his classmate’s vices which resulted Benedict’s decision to leave Rome and becoming a hermit 
for three years. After that time, Benedict encountered the devil irregularly, including the thornbush 
incident. Benedict later attracted people to come to him resulting in a priest to loathe him, attempting to 
murder him through poison. He then established monasteries which would soon spread throughout 
Europe, including France. (Arnold [Arnaud] Nguyen, 2017) 
 
Merriman, John.  Massacre: The Life and Death of the Paris Commune.  New York: Basic Books, 2014. 
Print.  (261 pages).  

John Merriman, Charles Seymour Professor of History at Yale University, recounts the brief 
existence of the Commune in late Nineteenth Century Paris.  In the immediate aftermath of the 



devastating defeat of France during the Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871) and the end of Napoleon III’s 
Second Empire, a movement made up from the working classes rose up against the defeated government 
to demand a new order based upon progressive ideals.  That government, headed by Adolphe Thiers, took 
refuge in Versailles after the defeat of the national army by the communards, March 18, 1871.  For the 
next sixty-four days, the Commune, finding its centers of power in the east and north sections of 
proletariat Paris, instituted social changes including direct income and food support, recognition of 
women’s rights, and secular education..  The national army slowly began to infiltrate Paris, and during the 
bloody week of May 22-28, 1871, the outnumbered and disorganized communards were defeated. 
Summary executions were rampant and indiscriminate, based more on class hatred and xenophobia than 
political or military necessity.  Although in dispute, roughly 17,000 communards or suspects--men, 
women, and children--were massacred.  The period of the Commune left a legacy of empowered 
workers--men and women--demanding economic and political equality and justice, and a legacy of 
organized, systematic violence when the reactionary state confronts those who make such demands. 
(RES, 2015) 

 
Merriman, John. Massacre. New York: Basic Books, 2014. pp. 258. 

In his novel Massacre, Merriman pieces together the horrifying events that follow the 
Franco-Prussian War. After the French suffer a humiliating defeat, Parisians rebel against their 
government. The Paris Commune emerges, and brings forth new social and political ideas. However, the 
Commune is challenged, and this conflict of power quickly turns bloody. If readers are seeking a fast 
paced war novel containing danger and suspense, he or she will not find such things in Massacre. 
However, for those interested in an unbiased recount of the life of the Paris Commune, Merriman tells this 
story with facts, letting no emotion into his words. This book is also recommended for those with a french 
vocabulary, as well a knowledge of military terms. (Kate [Claire] Pluenneke, 2016) 
 
Merriman, John. Massacre: The Life and Death of the Paris Commune. New York, Basic Books. 2014. 
pp. 261 

 In the Massacre: the Life and Death of the Paris Commune by John Merriman is the 1871 Paris 
commune that changed Europe forever through the characters and main events. From a third person 
perspective the reader is quickly introduced to the after effects of the Franco-Prussian War. First was the 
famine, then sieging of paris by Versailles and prussians leading to the great massacre. The 
commencement and conclusion of this novel, the ending of the Franco-Prussian War to the massacre, 
were told through great discription. Highly recommend this book for those who are searching one of the 
revolutionary wars in France, and of course this book has astounding history in a approachable and 
comprehensive manner.(Alexandra [ Alice] Lopez-Ortiz, 2019) 
 
Michie, Allan A. The Invasion of Europe; the Story behind D-day. New York: Dodd, Mead,    1964. 

 Print. 
Allan A. Michie recaps D-Day with exclusive details of the preparation and strategy needed in 

The Invasion of Europe. The reader can expect to not precisely learn about the invasion as a whole, but 
the work that was involved leading up to the invasion to tackle such a monumental event in history. The 
long years before D-Day where the Allies learned how to fight and forge a common unity to construct the 
greatest amphibious assault in history would be put on display. For anyone who wishes to seek a higher 



level of intelligence into not just D-Day, but WWII, this book will capsize all expectations. (Jackson 
[Denis] Graham, 2017)  

 
Miller, Donald. Lafayette: His Extraordinary Life and Legacy, Bloomington, IN: iUniverse, 2015. Pp.400 

Donald Miller gives an enlightening insight into the life, death, and legacy of Marquis de 
Lafayette. In Lafayette: His Extraordinary Life and Legacy the readers will get a perspective into the 
Marquis’s upbringing and how it molded his passion for the American cause. The audience learns about 
key characters in his life such as his wife, Marie Adrienne Françoise de Noailles, George Washington, a 
man Lafeyette viewed as a surrogate father, and Thomas Jefferson, the American Ambassador to France. 
Form helping us win the Revolutionary war to fighting against the sinful act of slavery his work in 
America helped shape the relationship between France and the United States today.  (Maureen [Renée] 
Baddoo, 2016) 

 
Moore, Lucy. Liberty: The Lives and Times of Six Women in Revolutionary France. New York: 
HarperCollins, 2007. 
 The battle for liberty is ever present, ever changing and ever so important to the success of every 
race and minority.  This concept is beautifully illustrated by the women of revolutionary France who 
fought for their civil rights of equality during France’s Revolutionary War.  “Throughout the French 
Revolution, women, inspired by a longing for liberty and equality, played a vital role in stroking the 
fervor and idealism of those years” (Moore 1).  Passionate and deeply moving, Liberty, by Lucy Moore, 
details the lives of six women and their relationship to the revolutionary war in France as they strive for 
equal rights amidst French society.  (Rosemary [Isabelle] Loehr, 2010)  
  
Moorehead, Caroline.  Dancing to the Precipice: The Life of Lucie de la Tour du Pin, Eyewitness to an 
Era.  New York: Harper, Collins, 2009.  480 pages. 
 Born in 1770 into an aristocratic family and deceased in 1853 in poverty, Lucie de la Tour du Pin 
lived through the final days of the ancient regime, the Revolution of 1789, the Terror, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, the Restoration, and the first days of the Second Republic.  An unusually happy marriage of 
fifty years to her husband Frédéric, an aristocrat and diplomat, helped soften the blows of two exiles: to 
the Albany, New York and England, and of the deaths of five of their six children.  Mme de la Tour du 
Pin was a keen observer of French society, who was known personally by the great figures of the period: 
Marie Antoinette, Talleyrand, Napoleon Bonaparte and the Empress Josephine, Mme de Staël, 
Chateaubriand, and Louis XVIII.  Despite the tumult of event in her life, Mme de la Tour du Pin remained 
devoted to her family and friends and always admiring of the true values of honest, loyalty, and the bon 
ton of a vanished world.  (RES) 
  
Morrissey, Robert and Catherine Tihanyi.  Charlemagne and France: A Thousand Years of Mythology. 
University of Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2003. 
 Charlemagne and France is a book of great importance for those who seek literary or historical reference 
to Charlemagne and French history.  The novel [book] peeks into his life from the day of his birth to his 
death.  It provides the reader with ample information of his great accomplishments, goals, and illustrates 
what he paved the way for future generations.  Charlemagne and France exhibits the people Charlemagne 



conquered and the realm of which he ruled along with the ever-lasting impact Charlemagne had on 
modern day France.  (Alex [Paul] Retzer, 2010) 
  
Nagel, Susan. Marie-Therese, Child of Terror: The Fate of Marie Antoinette's Daughter. New York: 
Bloomsbury USA, 2008. Print.  365.  
 Marie Antoinette is most commonly seen as the witch that caused the downfall of France.  She 
was completely hated by the French people.  Her daughter, on the other hand, was the pride and joy of the 
nation.  Marie-Therese-Charlotte lived through the Reign of Terror as a member of the royal family and 
the ancient Bourbon line.  Despite the crimes committed against her during the Terror, Madame Royale 
always loved France and its people.  She was an inspiration and symbol of strength to the people of 
France during the hardships of a change in government.  Her courage and faith that the people of France 
loved her allowed her to survive through the hardships of being, essentially homeless and the rumors 
surrounding her time in the Temple Prison.  Though Marie-Therese-Charlotte and her husband, the Duc 
d’Angouleme, never had any children, they adopted their niece and nephew as their own.  She raised the 
children to be the future royals of France.  Marie-Therese example of forgiveness and her courage to live 
in exile set a remarkable example for the people of France.  (Maggie Carmichael, 2012).  
  
Nagel, Susan. Marie-Thérèse: The Fate of Marie Antoinette’s Daughter. New York: Bloomsbury USA, 
2008.Print. 365 

In Susan Nagel’s Marie-Thérèse: The Fate of Marie-Antoinette’s Daughter, readers are immersed 
in the world of eighteenth and nineteenth century France through the lens of a beloved and tragic 
Princess. Through revolutions, imprisonments, the death of her parents and siblings, and three exiles, 
Marie-Thérèse remained devoted to France and the French people. Though her story is surrounded by 
wild rumors and theories such as that of the Dark Countess, Nagel provides new insight based on modern 
DNA techniques and discovers the truth about the Dark Countess. Though lengthy and complex, this book 
would be highly recommended to educated high-school students or above looking for insight into the 
world of French royalty. (Maddie [Alice] McCormick, 2016) 
 
Nagel, Susan. Marie-Thérèse, Child of Terror: The Fate of Marie Antoinette’s Daughter.  New York: 

Bloomsbury USA, 2008. Print. 365. 
 Marie-Thérèse was the joy of France, but few people know her story or the hardships she was 
forced to endure.  As the daughter of King Louis XVI and Queen Marie Antoinette, Marie-Thérèse was 
exposed to politics at an early age.  The French Revolution impacted her significantly, especially the 
executions of her parents.  Marie-Thérèse was still being held captive long after her parents’ executions. 
Her incarceration was horrific, however, once the government saw her as a valuable pawn in their 
revolutionary campaign, her treatment improved slightly.  After her release from prison, Marie-Thérèse 
continued to live her life in exile surrounded by rumors and scrutiny.  With her death at the age of 73, 
Marie-Thérèse was finally free from judgments, but the people’s fascination with her would follow her 
for years to come.  (Marisa [Suzanne]Garitz, 2014). 
 
 
 
 



Nagel, Susan. Marie-Thérèse, Child of Terror: The Fate of Marie Antoinette’s Daughter. 
New York: Bloomsbury, 2008. 376 pages 
This novel by Susan Nagel, a professor in the humanities department at Marymount Manhattan 

College, gives a detailed description of the life of Marie-Thérèse and the Bourbon family during the 
French Revolution in 1789. Marie-Thésèse’s life was never dull, with her being locked in the Temple 
Prison, the death of her mother, father, and brother, and not to mention the multiple times she had to leave 
and then  would be welcomed back into France. The novel points out the key principles of Marie-Thérèse 
such as her courage and her main belief in an old monarchy government.  The novel ends with answering 
the question if Marie-Thérèse was who she claimed to be, or if she had switched places with her 
step-sister during her life.  It is a well written novel that would take a well-educated person to understand, 
but I would recommend to many.  (Alayna [Nicole] McGary, 2016) 
  
Nagel, Susan. Marie-Thérèse: The Fate of Marie Antoinette's Daughter . London: Bloomsbury, 

 2008. Print.(418). 
Susan Nagel, a professor at Marymount Manhattan College in New York, based her research off 

of old documents and new findings. She reveals the life of Marie-Thérèse the oldest child of Marie 
Antoinette and Louis XVI. Marie-Thérèse grew up in the court and at a young age she was imprisoned; 
while being imprisoned her whole family was executed or died of a disease. After 3 years of being 
imprisoned she was released to the Austrian army; she went on to marry her cousin Louis Antoine 
d’Artois.  Marie and her husband never had children but they adopted their nephew and niece as their 
own. Legend has it that Marie was so horrified to go back to normal life that her half sister took her place; 
because they looked identical; and she went to Germany to hide the rest of her life.  (Hannah [Hélène] 
Rudkin, 2016) 
 
Nagel, Susan. Marie-Thérèse, Child of Terror: The Fate of Marie Antoinette’s Daughter 

New York: Bloomsbury USA, 2008. Print. 376. 
Susan Nagel works to document the life of French princess, Marie-Therese, and the hardships she 

faced during a time of great strife in France which ultimately left her an orphan in Marie-Thérèse, Child 
of Terror: The Fate of Marie Antoinette’s Daughter . Through the death of her siblings Louis Charles and 
Sophie, the decline of France, the hatred the French people held for her mother, the invasion of Versailles, 
the relocation to the temple prison, the execution of her father, and the deaths of her mother, aunt and 
brother, Marie-Therese retained the strength and grace of a queen. Nagel also works to unveil the mystery 
behind Marie-Therese’s escape from the temple prison that led to the theory that she switched places with 
her half sister and spent the rest of her days living in Germany. As the only child of Louis XVI and Marie 
Antoinette to survive to adulthood, Marie Therese continues to serve as an example of immense bravery 
and poise. (Katie [Jacqueline] Kallenberger, 2019) 

 
Northcutt, Wayne. The Regions of France. Westport, Connecticut.: Greenwood Publishing Group, Inc., 
1996.  259pp. 
 The informational book The Regions of France displays a multitude of aspects about the country 
of France.  Informational aspects include history, population, culture, politics, economy, architecture, 
food, and noteworthy sites of its twenty-six regions.  Rich information reveals interesting facts about the 
different areas of France such as the history of all regions, especially regarding historical figures.  A 



minor fragment includes recipes for food dishes that distinguish each and every region.  Statistics give a 
broad perspective on where different regions fall in their economic, political, and demographical stature. 
The author Wayne Northcutt expresses the importance of understanding each region of France, rather than 
the country itself.  (Thomas “Rémi” Gleeson, 2014) 
  
Ousby, Ian. Occupation: The Ordeal of France, 1940-1944. New York: St. Martin's, 1998. Print.  348 pp. 
 In his book Occupation, Ian Ousby creates a highly detailed and well-articulated history of 
France’s unfortunate four-year occupation by the German Nazis during World War II from June 1940 to 
August 1944. This incredible book covers everything from the fall of France into German hands because 
of poor military tactics and planning, to the patriotic victory over Hitler by the French résistants with the 
help of the Allied forces. Starvation, homelessness, discrimination, and constant fear were only few of the 
tragedies the French experienced during four grueling years of the occupation. Though pride wounded, 
France finally stood up to protect her people.  [Rachel “Lisette” Thomas, 2014] 
  
Pernoud, Regine and Clin, Marie-Veronique. Joan of Arc: Her Story. New York: St. Martin’s 

 Press,1998.  
In Joan of Arc: Her Story, Regine Pernoud and Marie-Veronique Clin tell the intriguing story of 

Joan of Arc. A basic farm girl from Domremy, France who ended up leading the entire French army to 
victory and was burned at the stake for false accusations of witchcraft and heresy by an English controlled 
Church. By leading the army of the dauphin to victory, Joan was a large part in putting King Charles VII 
on the throne. Pernoud and Clin bring all available information on Joan of Arc together in one enticing 
book. They clear away all myths about Joan and enable the reader to see her more clearly for who she 
really was, that is, an epic role model and a girl living to fulfill God’s will. (Clare [Marie] McKellar, 
2016) 
 
Pinkard, Susan. The Rise of French Cuisine Cooking, Eating, and Drinking Transformed,  

1650-1800. New York: Cambridge UP, 2004. 291. 
 A Revolution in Taste: the Rise of French Cuisine, by Susan Pinkard, takes you through the 
history of cuisine to full legends.  She writes about the rise of modern French habits of cooking, eating 
and drinking. It all started with the Italians who taught the French to cook. Around 1600, food served on 
the tables had reflected the traditions of the pan-European medieval kitchen which merged influences 
from Roman, Arab and Germanic sources. By 1700, the ancient way of doing things disappeared and they 
moved to a more Parisian bourgeoisie way of cooking.  For all those who are interested in culinary or just 
have an interest in cooking or food will love to read this book. After reading this book you will have a 
deeper understanding of French history along with the rise of French Cuisine. (Elizabeth [Isabelle] 
Feehrer, 2011) 

 
Pinkard, Susan. The Rise of French Cuisine Cooking, Eating, and Drinking Transformed,  

1650-1800. New York: Cambridge UP, 2004. 291. 
Pinkard traces the development of French cuisine from the Middle Ages through the French 

Révolution. Roman influence on French cooking, with its emphasis of heavy spices and multiple 
ingredients, yielded to the sophistication of the nouvelle cuisine that emphasized bouillons and sauces. 
Throughout, there was an adherence to dietary theories from the humours of Galen, to the iatromechanical 



principles of Cheyne, culminating in the simplicity of preparation, and presentation of Rousseau. The 
scope of the book is both global, touching upon the evolution of food culture in France  from the high to 
low settings and local, with its discussion of specific foods, techniques, and recipes. This is a scholarly, 
but readable, treatise on this signature aspect of French culture. (RES, 2016) 
  
Prévaux, Aude Yung-de.  Love in the Tempest of History: A French Resistance Story. New York: 

 Free, 2001. Print. 
Aude Yung-de Prévaux tells the life story of her parents from the time they where born to the                  

time they met until sadly when they were killed. She tells the story of France during the world wars                   
through the lives of her unknown parents. Showing the courageous and love stricken Jacque de Prévaux                
and his second wife Lotka de Prévaux as an important part of the resistance in France. Always looking for                   
dangerous missions to help bring the peace back to their lives. The chaos that surrounded them brought                 
out there most heroic selves from which they succeed in many ways. (Dalia [Elizabeth] Ortiz, 2017) 
 
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques.   Rousseau: The Discourses and other early political writings. Trans. and ed., 
Victor Gourevitch.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP.  2008.  438 Pages.  
 Rousseau: The Discourses and other early political writings is the first of a two volume set of the 
complete works of Jean Jacques Rousseau, the Enlightenment Philosophe.  It is difficult to plough 
through any philosopher, but with ample annotations, references, and explanations, Gourevitch made 
reading Rousseau all the easier.  For anyone who wishes to learn more about the political backdrop that 
predates the French Revolution, Rousseau would be the man to read.  Politically smart, intelligent, and at 
times humorously witty at pointing out his opponents lapses in reason errors in logic,  Rousseau is 
certainly no walk in the park, but his writings  represent an integral piece of French history that is pivotal 
to both understanding modern day problems, and the history of France.  (Wesley [Pierre] McKellar, 
2011). 
  
Sampietro, Luciano. Nostradamus: the Final Prophecies. London: Souvenir, 2002.  
 This biography and interpretation of prophecies by Michel de Nostradamus has greatly informed 
me on how he connected the past with the present. Luciano Sampietro has broken down each prophecy 
line by line and then interpreted what he believes by reading Nostradamus' prophecies. For those who like 
to read about great figures and interpreting prophecies that are still to be found if they are true, this would 
be a highly recommendable book. (Josh [Victor] Baker 2009) 
  
Scurr, Ruth. Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution. New York: Henry and Holt Company. 
2006. 408. 
 Ruth Scurr tells the story of Robespierre and the French Revolution without missing a single 
detail.  She breaks down the story of the Revolution with vivid description, and actual quotes of 
Revolutionary leaders.  She also accurately describes the life and works of Robespierre through his 
sister’s accounts, and other reliable sources.  Scurr makes a point to draw out his personality to show the 
dark side of the Revolution, but also to show the strong, intelligent, good intentioned man Robespierre 
was.  Anyone looking to learn about Robespierre and the French Revolution, will fall in love with the 
detail, and Scurr’s apparent zeal on the subject. (Jordan Wight, 2012). 
  



Shennan, J. H. The Bourbons: the History of a Dynasty. London: Hambledon Continuum, 2007. 211 pp. 
 J.H Shennan gives a detailed description of the lives of the Bourbon Kings in French history. 
Shennan’s captures the lives of Henry IV, Louis XV, and Louis Capet especially well.  She explains what 
hardships they accomplished and surpassed as well as including their personal hardships they had to 
overcome.  Shennan’s shows how France started and how France has changed with the Bourbon Kings in 
power.  You find out how different all the Kings are and how they changed the government when they 
were in power.  I would recommend reading this book to gain knowledge about French history. (Quinn 
Morris, 2013) 
 
Somerset, Anne. The Affair of the Poisons.  New York; Orion, 2004. 339 pp. 
 The affair of the poisons was a huge problem in France during the reign of King Louis XIV. This                   
was a time where high ranks of nobility were using black magic, poisons, telling fortunes, and talking to                  
spirits ending with many brutal executions. "The 1676 torture and execution of the Marquise de               
Brinvilliers marked the start of the scandal that rocked to foundations of French society and sent back                 
shock waves through all of Europe" (The Affair of the Poisons, 124). Her and her adulterous lover                 
poisoned members of her family to secure her family fortune. She was the first of the noble class to fall.                    
Then shortly after, King Louis XVI was at risk of poison. He became greatly involved in finding the                  
people responsible for the poisonings. The Royal court soon was in terror. The Affair of the Poisons is a                   
gripping account of a strange period in French History.  (Hilary [Madeleine] Torres, 2010) 
  
Spoto, Donald. Joan: The Mysterious Life of the Heretic Who Became a Saint. New York: Harper, 2007. 
 Joan by Donald Spoto reviews the life of Joan of Arc and her transformation from ordinary girl to 
extraordinary woman. After receiving messages from God which summoned her to aid her king and 
country, Joan, after much persistence, was granted permission to join the army and, after such, she 
secured a French victory.  However, the King, aided by his own personal jealousy, separated himself from 
Joan and thus, Joan lost the favor of France.  Not long after, Joan was charged with heresy because of her 
visions and was burned at the stake as a result.  By detailing her history and religious affiliations, Spoto 
revealed the motivations and strength behind her courageous actions to save France amidst the Hundred 
Years War. (Rosemary [Isabelle] Loehr, 2010) 
  
Spoto, Donald. Joan: The Mysterious Life of the Heretic Who Became a Saint. New York:  

HarperSanFrancisco, 2007. Print. 
By primarily focusing on Joan’s reactions to the political obstacles that threaten to derail her from 

her obedience to God, Donald Spoto successfully exposes to us the pious life of the widely known saint, 
Joan of Arc in Joan: The Mysterious Life of the Heretic Who Became a Saint. Portraying Joan in a highly 
flattering light, the audience is introduced to the war crisis in France occurring in the early fourteenth 
century, and this girl’s contributions in the salvation of her country. Along with the description of these 
God given achievements, Spoto also depicts in gruesome detail, an account of Joan’s trial and death. For 
anyone who wishes to learn of the transgressions of this pious saint’s life, this novel accurately describes 
in thorough detail the saint’s military success as well as exposing the false claims of heresy that led to her 
death.   (Abby [Abbi] Tomes 2016) 
 
Spoto, Donald. Joan: The Mysterious Life of the Heretic Who Became a Saint. New York : Harper San 



Francisco, 2007 
Spoto's picture of Joan is of a brave, patriotic, spiritual girl who followed what she believed to be 

God's will. Spoto's message was God is against imperialism; and God often sends the least likely person 
to do the job in this case, defending the French nation and culture from English invasion. Spoto's writing 
is lively, and he doesn't try to hide his admiration for this teenaged girl or his religious sensibilities. This 
is fascinating biography that makes a good introduction to Joan of Arc or adds to the understanding of 
those whom she continues to fascinate nearly six hundred years after her execution (Meztly [Lilliane] 
Tovar, 2018) 
 
Spoto, Donald. Joan: The Mysterious Life of the Heretic Who Became a Saint. New York: Harpercollins, 

2007. pp. 205. 
This biography is about Jeanne d’Arc a girl who grew up in a small village in Domremy on her 

family farm.  She grew up during the Hundred Years War between England and France.  In her youth she 
ended up getting really close to God.  At age 12 she started hearing voices  and seeing visions from God 
summoning her to become a general in the French Army.  Without telling a soul she had left her home to 
join the French Army.  In this war against the English she had become France’s hero. The English 
realized capturing her would help manipulate their victory against France.  On May 14, 1430 she was 
captured and imprisoned by the English for a year before she was burned at the stake.  (George [Georges] 
Lofland, 2017) 
 
Steel, Mark. Vive La Revolution: A Stand-up History of the French Revolution. Chicago, IL: Haymarket, 
2006. 293. 
           Mark Steel delivers a hilarious account of the French Revolution in Vive la Revolution.  His smart 
and approachable writing style allows a more enjoyable time as one is guided through the events leading 
up to the Revolution of 1789 and the happenings that follow.  This book is filled with funny side notes, 
sarcastic remarks, and many comical images that leave you wanting more.  Steel breaks down the events 
that seem complicated and makes it easy to digest.  I would definitely recommend this book, or even the 
author, to an average Joe interested in laugh and an extra dose of understanding towards the Revolution. 
(Charing [Sophie] Fernandez, 2012) 
  
Sypeck, Jeff. Becoming Charlemagne: Europe, Baghdad, and the Empires of A. D. 800. New York: 
HarperCollins, 2006. 
 Becoming Charlemagne Europe, Baghdad, and the Empires of A.D. 800 was a book full of 
history.  It showed how the legend of Charlemagne really began.  It showed the struggles faced, and how 
this one man stood and affected all of Europe today.  Known as a Frankish King and Holy Roman 
Emperor, he united religion with his kingdom.  His idea and actions have formed the society we live in 
today and our relationship with Europe.  The imagination of Jeff Sypeck takes us there, though 
Charlemagne’s journey of life. This novel really opens your eyes to the story of how Europe began and 
changed with the help of Charlemagne.  (Leah [Gabrielle] Girard, 2010) 

 
Strayer, Joseph. The Albigensian Crusades. New York: Dial, 1971. 174 pp. 

The Albigensian Crusades is a detailed history of the assaults, political issues, religious battles, 
and genocide that took place from 1209 to 1229 for the purpose of cleansing the area of religious dissent. 



Joseph Strayer speaks using facts and history to illuminate that which was previously difficult to find 
information. In his book he talks about the struggles the crusaders faced and also the struggles the 
defending lords of the south faced during this time. Strayer writes a very detailed analysis of the military 
and political layout of the crusades and how they were executed. He discusses the differences between 
northern and southern france and why the south was a breeding ground for heresy. (Noah [Guillaume] 
Adams, 2018) 
  
Stuart, Andrea.  The Rose of Martinique: A Life of Napoleon's Josephine.  Grove Press: New York, 2003. 
 This novel provides an accurate portrayal of Josephine's life, from her rich childhood on the 
beautiful island of Martinique to the decadent streets of Paris in post-revolutionary France.  The author 
focuses on representing Josephine as a strong woman whose beliefs and ideals enable her to survive in 
times of great hardship and financial instability.  While the bulk of the book centers on the story of 
Josephine, these are also excellent references to the character of Napoleon Bonaparte.  The author's 
purpose, to chronicle Josephine's development into an independent woman and eventual empress, are 
expressed through breathtaking imagery and effective literary techniques.  I highly recommend this book 
for those who are interested in French history, especially concerning strong female figures that rose to 
prominence.  (Seella [Lise] Nimmo, 2009) 
  

Taylor, Larissa. The Virgin Warrior: The Life and Death of Joan of Arc. New Haven: Yale UP, 2009. 
Print.(pg. 190) 

Larissa Juliet Taylor, a professor of history at Colby College, based most of her research on files 
from the trials Joan of Arc. Taylor is also known for the award winning Soldiers of Christ: Preaching in 
Late Medieval and Reformation France. She wrote with a different perspective of Joan with the ideas that 
most people have never heard before. She explains the life and death of Joan and what she  achieved in 
her lifetime in a professional and intriguing way. The book was all around good, at some points it could 
feel as if i was reading a textbook because it was so full of facts, but then it would pick back up. Taylor 
stayed strong throughout the entire book. There was never moments where I doubted her content. I would 
recommend this book to anyone who enjoys French history or to a higher level high school student. 
(Teresa [Thérèse] Deters, 2016) 
  
Tipton, James. Annette Vallon. New York: HarperCollins, 2007. 
 Annette Vallon is a story full of passion and tragedy. It tells the story of a girl who is consumed 
with the books of Rousseau. It is from his books that Annette gets her ideas about love and how it should 
be. This book takes place during the exciting but ever tragic time of the French Revolution. Unexpectedly, 
Annette falls in love during a time when war breaks out in her country. It is because of William 
Wordsworth that Annette is tested in ways that she could never have imagined.  This book is strongly 
recommended for those who enjoy a classic love story with a twist of tragedy. (A basic understanding of 
French words is encouraged.) (Desiree Fields, 2008) 
  
 
 



De Tocqueville, Alexis. The Ancien Régime and the Revolution. Trans. Gerald Bevan. England: Clays 
Ltd, 1856. Pages: 294. 
 This account of a brief yet significant part of French history was written between 1852 and 1856 
to shed light on the French Revolution of 1789.  Alexis de Tocqueville gathered the facts and information 
of the Revolution over countless years of research.  He presents in this book a new and enlightening 
outlook on how the Revolution had been accumulating through the 18th century, and why it took place. 
“The book I now offer to the public is in no way a history of the Revolution, which has been tackled too 
brilliantly for me to dream of redoing it in my turn; this is a study of that Revolution.” His views are 
generally contrary to what previous historians have written about the Revolution, but the truth of his facts 
cannot be ignored.  In his study, Tocqueville explores the liberty, social order, and government of the 
ancien régime and uncovers new meaning in their roles that haven’t been expressed before.  (Amy 
[Simone] Brandt, 2010). 
  
Toland, John. Battle, the Story of the Bulge: An Hour-by-hour Reconstruction of the Most  

Dramatic and Controversial Battle of World War II. New York: New American Library, 
 1959. Print. 375 
John Toland’s narrative about the Battle of The Bulge begins by describing to readers how much 

this battle’s beginning was a surprise.  The book then goes into explaining the amount of planning that 
went into this battle and all of the logistics that had to be figured out before the battle began.  The book 
does a good job of explaining how one moment there was nothing and the next there was one of the 
biggest battles of World War II.  This book goes into great detail as to what happens each day of the battle 
all in chronological order from the beginning of the battle to the end. (Michael [Michel] Garitz 2017) 
 
Trochu, Francis, and John Joyce. Saint Bernadette Soubirous: 1844-1879. New York (N. Y.):  

Pantheon, 1957. Print. 
The author, Francis Trochu, wrote about a girl chosen by God to witness the Immaculate 

Conception. Francis Trochu used primary sources and unpublished documents and records to write the 
story of Saint Bernadette. The chosen one was Saint Bernadette Soubirous. Bernadette was born on 
January 7, 1844 in Lourdes, France. She was the first born in the Soubirous family. The Soubirous family 
lived a very poor life in Lourdes and always struggled to make ends meet. By the time Bernadette was 14 
years old she saw her first apparition of Mary, Mother of God. She would continue to See Mary seventeen 
more times at the Grotto in Massabielle. The grotto has become a holy site for pilgrimages. Many people 
traveled from all over France to witness the place where Bernadette saw the Immaculate Conception. 
Many people accuse Bernadette of lying and faking the apparitions, but she would remain true to her 
beliefs and explain the truth and witness of the Immaculate Conception. She later became a Sister of 
Nevers devoting her life to God. Bernadette struggled with her health and was near death many times, but 
was miraculously cured every time. She had been sick since 1867 with a tumor on her knee and she 
became bedridden in 1877 as her illness worsened. She died on April 16, 1879 at the age of 35. After 
Bernadette’s death the bishop of the dioceses opened up her case and began examining it for sainthood. 
Saint Bernadette was canonized by Pope Pius XI on December 8, 1933. (Shannon [Marie] Hennen, 2018). 
 
 
 



Tuchman, Barbara W. A Distant Mirror:  The Calamitous 14th Century. New York:  Alfred A. Knopf 
Incorporated, 1978. 720 Pages 
 A Distant Mirror, authored by Barbara W. Tuchman, is any historian’s dream when it comes to 
the analysis of the “most lethal disaster of recorded history—that is to say, of the Black Death”. Tuchman 
provides a narrative history of European affairs as the French Nobleman, Enguerrand de Coucy VII 
guides one through the adversities of the 14th century. The infamous papal schism of the Roman Catholic 
Church, the devastating Hundred Years War, and the atrocious Black Death are all events which are 
widely recognized throughout this exquisite novel. The recommendation for this novel is disclosed within 
the words of Michelet, “No epoch was more naturally made.” (Meredith [Estelle] O’Malley, 2010) 
  
Tuchman, Barbara.  A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century.  New York:  Alfred A. Knopf 
Incorporated, 1978. 720 Pages 
 A Distant Mirror:  The Calamitous 14th Century describes the main struggles of Europe during 
the 14th Century.  These struggles include the Black Death, the Hundred Years’ War, the Great Schism, a 
series of papal wars in Italy, and the Renaissance.  It describes in thorough detail the long and short term 
effects of the Black Death.  It also thoroughly describes the Great Schism and the rival between and the 
Avignon and Roman Papacies.  A Distant Mirror describes the cause of the Hundred Years’ War between 
the two Dynastic families of France and England for France’s Throne.  This also led to the connection of 
the Kings of England to Enguerrand de Coucy.  “Aubry’s successor, Enguerrand I, was a man of many 
scandals, obsessed by a lust for women…” (Tuchman 7) (Tyler [Raoul] Nelson, 2010) 
  
Tuchman, Barbara Wertheim. A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century. New York: Knopf, 1978. 
Print. 720 Pages 
 Barbara Tuchman snatches the reader’s attention masterfully, flinging it into the fourteenth 
century with a captivating storyline that vitalizes the Middle Ages through A Distant Mirror. The Middle 
Ages encompasses misfortune and anguish distinctly through its numerous tragedies including the 
Hundred Years' War, the Black Plague, the Papal Schism, pillaging mercenaries, anti-Semitism and many 
more. Although Tuchman discusses the effects of these events on all members of society from nobles to 
peasants, the story invests predominantly in the life of one French nobleman. Enguerrand de Coucy was 
born in 1340, seven years before the Black Death (which took the life of his mother) and lived a 
particularly long life, making his perspective significant to the events discussed. Coucy grazed much of 
the contact among France and England. Coucy married Isabella, the eldest daughter of Edward III of 
England, making him a the son in law of the king. Coucy’s involvement in the conflict against England 
began at fifteen when he served in the battalion of Moreau de Fiennes, preparing him to be a future 
Marshal of France. In 1358, at the age of eighteen, Coucy acted as a leader during the suppression of the 
peasant revolt known as the Jacquerie, which oppressed the life of himself and his wife Isabella.  (Julia 
[Jacqueline] Loehr, 2015) 
 
Tuchman, Barbara W. A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century. Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1978.  

677 Pages 
Following the life of Sire Enguerrand VII de Coucy, Tuchman takes the reader on an adventure 

through a century that can surely be described as calamitous. “Acts of man no less than change in the 
climate marked the 14th century as born to woe” (Tuchman 25). At the time, France was a major world 



power struggling with the burdens of war, disease, political turmoil, and England. Throughout the 
century, France became involved with the Avignon Papacy, The Black Plague, The Papal Schism, and 
The Hundred Years War. This century set up France and the rest of Europe for the centuries to come. 
(Ben [Régis] Maruco, 2019) 
 
Twain, Mark. Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc. Ignatius Press, 1989. pp. 438 

Twain establishes a legitimate ability to write an accurate work of historical fiction through his 
portrayal of Joan Of Arc. Beginning with her birth and humble beginnings in the town of Domremy, 
Twain provides insight into Joan’s piety and presence even at a young age. Joan’s call to arms and 
subsequent acceptance into the army of France, albeit with much resistance on the part of the Charles 
VII’s advisors, and Joan winning battles for France, including the siege of Orleans, gain credibility with 
the king and make her a hero to the people of France. Eventually she crowns Charles VII king at Reims 
and begins advancing on Paris, before his ministers convince him to end the mission. Shortly thereafter 
Joan is captured in a skirmish, abandoned by France, condemned in an illegal trial and burned as a heretic 
and witch. Years later her case was reopened by the pope and Joan was exonerated beyond doubt and 
declared a saint. (Thomas [Jacques] Ross, 2019) 

 
Watkins, Susan, and Mark Fiennes. Mary, Queen of Scots. New York: Thames & Hudson, 2001. pp. 224. 

In Mary Queen of Scots, Susan Watkins re-creates the world in which Mary Stewart lived, from 
the landscapes, palaces, and châteaux, to the everyday life of French royalty. Assisted by the 
extraordinary photographs and illustrations of Mark Fiennes, the reader is transported into one of the most 
sophisticated and decadent courts in history - the Valois. Mary’s rule is marked by religious unrest and 
cultural innovations, resulting in a complex, but deeply entertaining storyline revolving around France. 
For those interested in gaining a swift understanding of French culture in the 16th century, this book 
provides numerous historical illustrations to deepen the reader’s understanding of the topic in a 
straightforward and comprehensible way. (Marie [Jacqueline] Loehr, 2018) 
 
Watkins, Susan, and Mark Fiennes. Mary, Queen of Scots. New York: Thames & Hudson, 2001. pp. 224. 

Mary, Queen of Scots tells about Mary’s life from Birth to death. The book tells about her life in 
France and how it shaped her future. The many castles and her family tree are the main part of this book. 
Her live is told through the mahy pictures and paintings in the book. Her reign begins when her Father 
dies and ends when she dies. Throughout the book we are told about the ups and downs of her life in Not 
only France but also in Scotland. (Dani [Danielle] Christian, 2018) 
 
Weber, Caroline. Queen of Fashion: What Marie Antoinette Wore to the Revolution. New York: H. Holt, 
2006. 412 pp.  

In the Queen of Fashion: What Marie Antoinette Wore to the Revolution, Caroline Weber writes 
more than just the bibliography of Marie Antoinette, she writes about the role that fashion played with her 
life and how it influenced a change in fashion within the 18th century.  In the beginning of the book Weber 
tells the story about the Christian Dior line in 2000. It was called the “Masquerade and Bondage” 
collection, where John Galliano’s Marie Antoinette dress shows the architecture of the eighteenth-century 
court costume with décolletage, a rigidly corseted waits, a ladder of échelle of flirty bows on the bodice, 
and a froth of flounced skirts inflated by petticoats and hoops.  At this time, this completely went against 



the Slavic law to dress like this, but once Marie married King Louis XVI in 1174 found an avenue to 
influence this type of fashion. For those who have an interest in fashion this book will helps you 
understand how Marie started a fashion idea that is still used today. (Elizabeth [Isabelle] Feehrer, 2010) 
  
Weber, Caroline. Queen of Fashion: What Marie Antoinette wore to the Revolution. New York: Henry 
Holt and Company. 2006. pp. 292. 

Queen of Fashion: what Marie Antoinette Wore to the Revolution was a biography about Marie 
Antoinette, but it focused more on the impact of her wardrobe.  Because she didn’t live a life like a 
normal queen she was hated.  Marie Antoinette spends lots of money making herself look good, even 
when people in France were starving. Then the famous line supposedly said by her “let them eat cake” 
caused many problems. But Caroline Weber had a different view on how those words might have come 
up.  “It is not implausible that the lasting association between her callousness and baked edibles in fact 
originated with her habit of parading her powered, wedding-cake hairstyles before a bread-starved nation” 
(Weber 114).  She was the one blamed for the terrible financial state of France.  Her and her husband 
were eventually imprisoned and killed by the guillotine.  (Hilary [Madeleine] Torres, 2010). 
  
White, Edmund.  The Flaneur: A Stroll Through the Paradoxes of Paris, New York: Bloomsbury, 2001. 
 The flaneur is an "aimless stroller who loses himself in the crowd, who has no destination and 
goes wherever caprice or curiosity directs his or her steps."  For the American writer Edmund White, 
Paris is the great city of the flaneur, and in this short book, he conveys the feeling of ambling through 
Paris, collecting impressions from its places and their histories.  An obscure museum in the Jewish ghetto 
houses a world-class collection of 18th century furniture and recalls the Jewish experience in France. 
Montmartre conjures Bricktop's, a 1920's hangout of expatriate African-Americans.  The Basilique de 
Saint Denis, final resting place of much of the French royalty, prompts the tale of the Count of Paris, 
recently deceased in 1999 and the last hope of the remaining French monarchists.  The reader 
accompanies White on a leisurely walking tour of a Paris whose history and character he thoroughly 
knows.   (RES) 
  
Williams, Jay. Joan of Arc. New York: Horizon Caravel, 1963. Print. 153 pages. 

In this book, Williams tells Joan of Arc’s life story. From her childhood years in Domremy as a 
poor country girl to her unfortunate death at the stake, Williams explains the how Joan was hearing voices 
commanding her to aid her king. Joan’s faith and devotion to God were the keys to her unexpected 
successes in battles and other military affairs. When Joan is captured and tried as a heretic, she does not 
disown her Lord. This devotion and love for God, unfortunately led to her martyrdom. She was burned at 
the stake on May 30, 1431. Through her devotion and trust in God, Joan has become a martyr, military 
inspiration, and a legend. (Molly [Madeleine] Gengler, 2015). 
 
Wilson- Smith, Timothy. Joan of Arc: Maid, Myth, and History. United Kingdom: Sutton Publishing 
Limited, 2006. 254 pp. 
 In this insightful account of Joan of Arc, Wilson uses every aspect of his perspective of Joan 
known to him to create a new look into the world of the great warrior of God.  Reading this book gives 
readers a new way of looking at the life of Joan who made a significant impact on France's history.  These 
events of Joan's warrior life lead up to her trials of being accused of witchcraft and being a heretic which 



in turn led to her persecution. This book marks a new beginning in history for the French.  With drawn 
out descriptions of the events that went on while Joan was alive, the reader will get a picture in their 
minds of what actually happened in the Hundred Years War. (Pearson [Patricia] Pearson, 2011) 
  
Winegarten, Renee.  Germaine de Staël & Benjamin Constant: A Dual Biography.  New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 2008.  299 pp. 
 The relationship between Germaine de Staël and Benjamin Constant, beginning during the Terror 
of 1794 and ending with Germaine’s death during the Second Restoration marks one of the more 
intellectually productive and tumultuous love affairs in the history of the modern world.  Both were 
brilliant thinkers, committed to the causes of liberty, equality, and individual rights.  These common 
intellectual interests first brought them together at Germaine’s salon, where the great thinkers met to 
debate the ideas of the Enlightenment.  This Platonic affair soon grew into a passionate love affair, whose 
affection and commitment lasted long after the affair had ended.  Despite Napoleon I’s persecution of 
Germaine for too vocal criticism of his autocracy, which resulted in lengthy exiles from her beloved Paris, 
Germaine was a leading intellectual light for this period, even more remarkable, as she was a woman. 
Benjamin never reached the same heights of success; however, his political writings became the basis for 
much of the modern ideas of liberty.  They remain linked forever in the story of their love affair and in 
their libertarian legacy.  (RES)  
 


